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- “EILTH” — “The pornography industry is no longer confined to certain areas of downtown,” Bishop Leo T. Maher said in a 
letter that appears on Page 4 of Southern Cross. As this picture of‘a business district on University Avenue indicates, the 


By Joyce Carr 

SAN DIEGO — What does it mean to 
have a husband and father become a 
deacon? For Deacon Ralph Robbins’ 
wife, Pauline, it means supplementing his 
income by working as a night nurse at 
UCSD Medical Center so he can minister 
full-time at Ascension parish. It means 
being proud of his vocation and “‘learning 
to become unselfish with his time.”’ 

He wears a symbol of her support, a 
gold-plated ring engraved with a cross she 
gave him the evening before his 
ordination. 

BUT THE Robbins family has had its 
‘ups and downs in balancing priorities. 


Election 1984 


her ~ husb 


“multi-billion dollar industry” of pornography has reached other areas of San Diego. 


and’s hectic life. He was 
studying for the diaconate, earning a 
physical education degree at San Diego 
State University, and teaching physical 
education and coaching girls’ volleyball at 
his parish school, St. John of the Cross in 
Lemon Grove. 


After his ordination, family and parish 
activities continued to compete for first 
place on his schedule. The Robbins’ 21st 
wedding anniversary was one occasion for 
a clash. Pauline had planned a weekend of 
surprises at Long Beach, Ralph felt 
obliged to stay home and _ notify 
parishioners of their school principal’s 
death. After some honest communication, 
they agreed on Long Beach. This was the 


Party platforms eyed by USCC 


Last of a two-part series 


WASHINGTON (NC) — The. 


following is the second installment of a 
comparison of the 1984 
Democratic and Republican party 
platforms and the U.S. Catholic 
Conference’s 1984 recommendations to 
both parties’ platform committees. 


‘The USCC is public policy arm of the 
U.S. bishops. Its recommendations were 
presented in testimony to the Democratic 
platform committee by Auxiliary Bishop 
Eugene A. Marino of Washington and to 
the Republican Party platform committee 
by Auxiliary Bishop John E. McCarthy of 
Galveston-Houston. 


Excerpts from the USCC ‘platform 


_ testimony and the platforms, listed in 


alphabetical order as presented in the 
USCC recommendations, were prepared 
by Liz S. Armstrong, National Catholic 
News Service national affairs writer. 


HOUSING 


US. Catholic Conference: ‘‘T'wenty- 
five years ago Congress established 


decent housing for all Americans as a 
national policy goal. Today, however, we 
are far from achieving that goal. Housing 
costs have increased to the point that 
millions of families cannot obtain decent 
housing without depriving themselves in 
other vital areas. 


‘National housing. policy should: 
provide sufficient resources and programs 


‘to meet the housing needs of low- and 


moderate-income families; ensure the 
adequate production of new low-income 
housing; seek to preserve existing housing 
stock and support neighborhoods by 
opposing ‘redlining’ and encouraging 
rehabilitation and re-investment in 
central cities; encourage monetary policy 
and credit allocation systems that provide 


_a sustained supply of affordable credit for 


housing production; focus effort on the 
special needs of low-income families, 
blacks, Hispanics, rural people, the 
elderly and the handicapped; support the 
integral participation of housing 
consumers and tenants in . decisions 
regarding housing at neighborhood, 


Please turn to page 7 


eginning 
family first. 

Fifteen-year-old Mark Robbins said ‘‘it 
was neat serving Mass with Dad on the 
altar.’’? He is also proud his Dad is a 
deacon because ‘‘it has brought me closer 
to God.” 


ALL THE new clergy contacted feel 
they have their family’s support, which 
most say has brought them closer to God. 


“If the intensity of my spiritual life did 
not double, I would be devoured by the 
evil I see,’’ said Deacon Kenneth Finn, 
chaplain of Vista County Jail. ‘“My wife, 
Marie, is a tremendous spiritual partner. 
She reminds me that Jesus saves, deacons 
serve.” j 


For some of the deacons’ wives, this 
partnership means ministering with their 
husbands. k 


DEACON RICHARD Corder and his 
wife, Virginia, teach religion as a team at 
Camp Pendleton and in the CCD and 

Please turn to page 6 
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Liberation theology 
debate is not over 


By Agostino Bono 

An NC News analysis 
VATICAN CITY — The Sept. 3 
Vatican document criticizing branches of 


liberation theology adds an official, but 
not final, church chapter to the ongoing 


. controversy over incorporating aspects of 


“THE SYSTEM of Marx has 


Marxist social analysis into Christian 
thinkings. 

The document, although strongly 
stating that Marxist doctrine and 
Catholicism are incompatible, leaves the 
door open for theologians who can prove 
they have extrapolated aspects of 
Marxism from its atheistic and 
materialistic philosophical under- 
pinnings. 


THE DOCUMENT $ssaid that 
extracting these elements of Marxism is 
“difficult, and perhaps impossible.’’ 


The 10,000-word document criticizes 
only ‘‘concepts uncritically borrowed 
from Marxist ideology’ .and concepts 
used ‘‘in an insufficiently critical 
manner.”’ 


This means that some elements of 
Marxism are useable but under strict 
conditions, said Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, prefect of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, at a Sept. 3 press conference. The 
doctrinal congregation issued the 
liberation theology document. 
developed in opposition to Christianity, 
in opposition to the thirst for God and for 
His hope. This does not exclude the 
presence of some valid and_ useable 
elements. But this requires a much 
stronger vigilance and a much more 
conscious critique’’’ than for elements 
borrowed from many other non-Christian 
philosophies, said Cardinal Ratzinger. 


The cardinal did not list, when asked, 
the useable elements of Marxism. 
Instead, he said a Christian should use a 
two-fold criteria: the element should 
correspond scientifically to reality and it 
should not have an ideological stamp. 


The issue of Christian use of Marxist 
elements has been heavily debated since 
the early 1970s, especially in Latin 
America. Theologians there began using 
aspects of Marxism to analyze regional 
socio-economic and political problems, 
giving rise to various currents of 
liberation theology. 

Please turn to page 8 


Photo by Susan Nowak 


NEW CHURCH — Father Timothy Harnett, pastor of St. John Church in Encinitas, 
looks on as Bishop Leo T. Maher breaks ground at the site of the parish’s new church 
building. Construction is slated to begin immediately, a parish spokeswoman said, 
adding that the estimated total cost is $1.5 million. 


— tenga 


Briefs 


TAX CREDITS — Iowa bishops, in an 
Aug. 30 pastoral letter, called for legislation in 
their state similar to a Minnesota law upheld 
by the U.S. Supreme Court which allows 
parents to take tax deductions for educational 
expenses. The bishops said that through the 
Iowa Catholic Conference they would propose 
legislation for the next session of the Iowa 
Legislature. x 

‘DEFEND RELIGION’ — Democratic 
presidential candidate Walter Mondale 
asserted Sept. 6 that U.S. presidents should 
defend religion, not use it to ‘‘partisan 
advantage’ in a political campaign. The 
remark was made at a convention in 
Washington of B’nai B’rith International, a 
Jewish service organization. 

VATICAN AT FAULT? — A Polish 
government official said Sept. 5 in Rome that 
it is the Vatican, not Poland, which is holding 
up re-establishment of diplomatic ties between 
the two. ‘‘Our ministry of foreign affairs said 
on Jan. 31 that our government is ready to 
create full diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican,’’ said Adam Lopatka, chief of 
Poland’s office for denominational affairs. 

‘BALANCE’ NEEDED — Saying voters 
should expect politicians ‘‘to act in accord with 
their religious beliefs,’ Bishop Rene M. 
Gracida of Corpus. Christi, Texas, urged 
Catholics to weigh the issues and ‘‘strike a 
balance’ when they vote. It is “‘not only 
contradictory but theologically absurd’’ for 
Catholic politicians to hold public positions 
which contradict Catholic doctrine, he said. 

FLOCKING TO FLOC — Calling 
sharecropping used in pickle-cucumber 
harvest ‘‘the most devastating (practice) ever 
faced by farmworkers in the Midwest,”’ three 
Catholic groups have joined the Toledo-based 
Farm Labor Organizing Committee and 14 
other groups in filing a legal brief challenging 

_the sharecropping system. The Detroit 

archdiocesan offices for Hispanic and Black 
Catholic Affairs, the Capuchin Mission 
Secretariat and the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Nazareth, Mich., were among the groups 
filing the brief in mid-August with the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth District. 


BLESSED 
ARE ) 
THE PEACEMAKERS .. . 
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NEW EMPLOYEES — Joan Kuglen (center), Southern Cross secretary-receptionist, 
explains an office procedure to. the newspaper's two new employees. Patricia “‘P.J.”’ 
Foley was recently hired as an advertising assistant and James Gregory is now in 


* charge of subscriber services. 


RESIST ‘PSEUDO-VALUES’ — Pope 
John Paul II paid a one-day visit to the Italian 
hill town of Alatri Sept. 2 and told thousands 
of townspeople to resist’the ‘‘pseudo-values’’ 
of the 20th century. 

IN CANADA — “‘It is not as a head of state 
that I come to visit’ you,’’ Pope John Paul II 
said in his opening speech after arriving Sept. 
9 at Quebec City airport. He became the first 
pope to visit the North American country. 
‘‘The Vatican is indeed recognized as a state 
on the international plane in order to ensure 
the freedom of the Holy See, in the service of 
the spiritual mission of the successor of Peter. 
The Holy See is entitled to have its diplomatic 
representative, and I am pleased that Canada 
has appointed to it an ambassador,” he added. 


SANCTIONS POSSIBLE — If four 


Nicaraguan priests holding government posts 
refuse to leave their jobs they will receive 
sanctions under canon law, Pope John Paul II 
said Sept. 9 during an informal press 


conference aboard the papal plane traveling to 
Canada. When asked if the priests will be 
sanctioned, he replied, ‘‘This is the normal 


” 


_ procedure of canon law. 


True peace flows from a spirit at Bee Be soul that knows the all- 


embracing love of God. 


The poor of a Manila slum know that Sr. Alphonsa is epintee 
among the “children of God,” for they have known His love 
through her. Even. in the daily struggle to survive, she helps lead 
them to the peace that passes understanding. 


You can help too, by supporting the Church in the developing 
world through the Propagation of the Faith. 


The Society for 
THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
The central organization for the support of 
the Church’s worldwide mission work. 


Yes! I want to help bring God’s love and peace to the world’s poor and 


Name 
Address 
City 


Send your gift to: 
The Society for 


P.O. Box 11011 
San Diego, CA 92111 


Please ask the missionaries to remember the following intentions at Mass: —___ 


THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH 
Rev. Msgr. Anthony Chylewski, Mission Office 


suffering. Enclosed is my gift for the mission Church: 


CD $2,400 0 $1,200 0 $600 0 $300 0 $150 0 $75 0 $30 O $10 O Other $ __ | 
O | will send a monthly donation when possible. ; | 
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DRUG -RIVER — Drug ttraffic is an 
‘tunderground river’ that has poisoned the 
lives of young-people and is a main factor in 
today’s ‘‘general decadence,’’ Pope John Paul 
II said Sept. 7. 


‘SHINING WITNESS’ — _ Ukranian 
Cardinal Josyf Slipyj, who spent 18 years in 
Soviet prisons and labor camps before he was 
exiled, died at age 92 in Rome Sept. 7, the 
Vatican announced. lia telegram, Pope John 


~ Paul II said the cardinal had given ‘‘a singular 


and shining witness to faith in Christ, even in 
difficulties and in suffering that was endured 
with exemplary dignity.”’ Cardinal Slipyj, the 
archbishop of Lvov in the Ukraine, a Soviet 
republic, was the spiritual leader for the 
world’s 4.4 million Ukranian Rite Catholics. 


GRANTS ANNOUNCED — The 
Campaign for Human Development, the U.S. 
bishops’ anti-poverty program, announced 
1984 grants valued at $7 million to 22 self-help 
projects across the country. At the same time 


the president of the National Conference of 


EVERYTHING | DO. 


A DAILY PRAYER | 


LORD JESUS, | INVITE: YOU TO. LIVE IN. MY HEART MORE 
COMPLETELY. | GIVE TO YOU ALL OF MY PLANS, “AND | ACCEPT — 
YOUR PERFECT PLANS FOR MY LIFE. | WILL STRIVE TO YIELD TO" 
YOUR WILL AND THE GUIDANCE OF YOUR HOLY SPIRIT, IN ‘ 
EVERY DETAIL OF MY LIFE. PLEASE CHANGE ME IN WHATEVER 
WAY NECESSARY, SO THAT | MAY KNOW YOU MORE es, 
PERSONALLY, LOVE YOU MORE DEEPLY, AND SERVE YOU IN 


i 


Bishop Leo T. Maher 


Friday, Sept. 14, noon, San Diego, the 
Immaculata, Mass of the Holy Spirit. 
Saturday, Sept. 15, 10:30 a.m., San Diego, 


St. Patrick Church, priesthood ordination of _ 


Paul A. Quante, OSA. 

Wednesday, Sept. 19, 5:30 p.m., 
Escondido, St. Mary Church, Mass and 
dinner, Clergy Day for priests of San Diego: 


. and San Bernardino dioceses. 


Father Peter M. Escalante, 
secretary 


Auxiliary Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez 
Friday, Sept. 14, 11:30 a.m., San’ Diego, 


San Diego Hilton, invocation at anniversary 
luncheon of the Chicano Federation. 


Catholic Bishops defended the program from 
recent criticism that it funds “‘leftist political 
activists.” 

PAID TUITION — ‘Vhousands of parents 
of Malta Catholic schoolchildren. paid tuition 
fees to Catholic schools, despite a government 
order forbidding the schools from receiving the 
funds, the Malta archdiocese said. Payment of 
tuition ‘‘was another move by the parents in 
their constant defense of church — schools 
against a socialist. government’s attack on 
them,’* the statement said. 

SISTER AWARDED — Sister Adrian 
Barrett: from the: Diocese of Scranton, Pa., 
called ‘tour own. Mother Teresa’ by 
Archbishop John J. O'Connor of New York, 
has been given the Jane Addams Award of the 
United Neighborhood. Centers. of America. 
After witnessing the. plight of poor black 
children- in’ southern Maryland during the 
early 1960s, Sister Barrett began to’ feel 
strongly about helping the needy. ‘'(The) 


honor was not only-for me, but for the many © 


> 


people in the agency. I work in,”” said Sister 


Barrett, a member of the Sisters, Servants of ~ 
the Immacualte Heart of Mary of Scranton. 


EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for Dental 
Plates, Partial Plates, and Removable Bridges. All credit 
handled by our office. No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


New Dental Plates in One Day 


For anyone short of time, in most cases if you arrive before 10:00, we can 
deliver your plates by 5:30 the same day. 
FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOUR in most cases 
LET US HELP YOU if you are niigibic for dental work under your Dental 


Insurance 


Dr. J.C. Campbell 


DENSA 


Two ground floor offices 
in SAN DIEGO 


North Park 
3795 30th STREET 
PHONE 296-6195 


Downtown 

1027 6th AVENUE 

Between Broadway & “Cc” 

_ PHONE 239-0115 

. FREE PARKING at 

Ace Auto Park, 910 6th Ave. 


Offices in other California cities 


Official 
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Church of St. Mary Magdalene 
takes census, assesses local needs 


BAY PARK — A nine-month census 
will be taken in the parish boundaries of 
Church of St. Mary Magdalene because 
parish leaders want to assess the needs of 
- the area’s residents. 


‘‘We’d like to know the needs of our 
parishioners who aren’t coming forward 
to tell us about their needs,’’ said Barbara 
Kullberg, former parish councilmember. 


SHE WAS on the council when it 
decided to hire two Sisters from the 
Eucharistic Missionaries of St. Dominic 
in New Orleans. 


_ The parish, which includes 360 blocks 

and nearly five square miles, will be 
canvassed by Sisters Evelyn Marchand 
and Vera Braud. Sister Evelyn worked on 
a census taken about 10 years ago in St. 
Mary Magdalene parish. 


The Sisters will visit every home in the 
parish until May. They will ask dwellers 
about family structure, their children, 
what faith the family has and if they 
practice their religion. Residents will also 
be asked if they have any needs the parish 
can address. 


‘“‘WE’D LIKE to find out who the 


unregistered families are and why (they | 


are not registered) and what we can do for 
them,’’ Kullberg said. 

Current church records show there are 
980 families registered in the parish. 


Social justice will be 


By Susan Nowak 


ALCALA PARK — This year, as 
RENEW participants look at social 
justice issues, they won’t necessarily feel 
moved to picket General Dynamics or set 
fire to abortion Clinics, the RENEW 
director said during a recent interview. 

“‘That’s not what we’re about,’’ Msgr. 
John A. Dickie said. This year’s semester 
topics will be ‘‘Empowerment by the 
Spirit’ and ‘‘Discipleship.’”, RENEW 
will probably alert participants to their 
need to personally confront issues, Msgr. 
Dickie said. 


THE FALL semester begins Oct. 7. 
Sign-up Sunday will be Sept. 16 in most 
parishes. Prayer Commitment Sunday, 
the day all Catholics are asked to agree to 
pray for RENEW, is set for Sept. 30. 


RENEW aims at being a growth 
process for youths and adults. It involves 
small groups that meet weekly and less- 
frequent large group activities. 
RENEW’s take-home materials and 
Masses are for everyone — one needn't 

_ sign up to benefit from them. 


RENEW’s three purposes are to 
encourage people to listen to the Lord and 
reflect on His words in scripture, to build 
community and to encourage believers to 
reach beyond themselves, Msgr. Dickie 
said. 

THE NEXT two semesters will focus 


‘Catholic or Christian,” 


Kullberg thinks there could be as many as 
400 unregistered Catholic families 
residing within parish boundaries. 


Because RENEW has proven to be an 
effective way to involve non-practicing 
Catholics in the Church, Kullberg thinks 
the census information will aid the 
RENEW effort. 


THE CENSUS takers see their task as 
something much more than compiling 
statistics. Catholics are happy to discover 
the Church still cares about them, Sister 
Evelyn said. 


Ninety-nine percent of the residents in 
the parish boundaries will be visited by 
the Sisters, they estimated. If no one 
answers a knock on the door, they will 
return about four times before they call 
that party on the telephone. 


LA JOLLA — Holy Cross Sister M. 
Timothea began her first year as principal 
of Stella Maris Academy by visiting all 
the classes here. New teachers at the 
school include Caroline Gilleran, second 
grade; Roberta Sanchez, first grade; and 


Mary Pederson, computer instruction. 
To prepare for the school year, teachers 
met Aug. 27 for a luncheon and afternoon 
retreat. The first week of school at Stella 
Maris closed with a Mass at Mary, Star of 
the Sea Church. The Mass was celebrated 
by Msgr. James Gilfillan, pastor. 


RENEW focus 


on reaching out, he said. The social 
justice theme underlies the coming 
RENEW materials, he added. 

He realizes some Catholics may be 
hesistant about anything called “‘peace 
and justice.”’ 


“There is some hesitancy on what 
peace and justice means. It’s a new 
direction for a lot of people and most of us 
are uncomfortable with something that is 
new. There are some people who get 
involved in these issues that get so action- 
‘oriented that they forget to handle 
something within the Gospel milieu,”’ he 
said. 


SOME ACTIVISTS do not realize 
that ‘just because they are acting doesn’t 
mean that what they are doing is either 
Msgr. Dickie 
added. 


The RENEW themes will not 
necessarily lead people into action, he 
said. ‘‘The idea is not that the small 
group becomes a_ battleground for 
whoever has a hobby horse,”’ he noted, 
but to help Catholics recognize their part 
in God’s mission and to be more 
comfortable with it. 


About 10 percent of active Catholics 
signed up for RENEW small groups last 
year. Msgr. Dickie said he would like to 
see that number grow, but will be 
comfortable with it if it remains static. 


Poor Sisters of Nazareth celebrate anniversary 


MISSION GORGE — When the 
Sisters of Nazareth first moved into a 
building next to Mission San Diego de 
Alcala, ‘‘Neither roads nor homes could 
be seen for miles — just mounds of dust, 
granite, hills and mountains,”’ one Sister 
remembers. 


It was obvious times have changed as 
the order celebrated the 60th anniversary 
of its arrival here. The mounds and hills 
of the Mission Gorge area are now 
‘covered with landscaped yards, 
apartment complexes, businesses, homes 
and a network of roads. 


THE PONTIFICAL concelebrated 
Mass and reception were held at Nazareth 


- Home on San Diego Mission Road in — 


honor of the order Sept. 8. 

Seven Sisters and a Mother Superior 
came to San Diego from Europe. on a 
trans-Atlantic steamship in 1924. Their 
presence was requested by Bishop John J. 
Cantwell, then the ordinary of the 
Diocese of Los Angeles and San Diego. 


They disembarked on Ellis Island and 
rode on a train to San Diego. They made 
their first home on Georgia Street. Bishop 
Cantwell donated land adjacent to the 
Mission to be used for the care and 
education of needy children. 


THE SISTERS constructed a new 
building next to the mission site and with 
about 25 children moved in July 16, 
1925. Of the pioneering group, two 
members are living: Sister Teresa of the 
Cross, who resides in Los Angeles, and 
Sister Joseph Finbarr in San Diego. 


When the school first opened, ‘‘Solid 
subjects were the order of the day. 
Gregorian chant rang through the halls; 
the Nazareth choir attracted ‘many 
visitors to church and musical 
entertainments,’’ Sister Finbarr said. 


THE ESTABLISHMENT of the 
Nazareth House in San Diego paved the 
way for additional Nazareth Houses in 
Los Angeles, Fresno, San Rafael and 


KNOCK, KNOCK — These Eucharistic Missionary Sisters of St. Dominic from New 
Orleans will be knocking on the doors of every house in the parish of St. Mary 
Magdalene. The Sisters, who will be here until May, are (foreground) Sister Vera Braud 


and Sister Evelyn Marchand. 


Happy to be Catholic. 


Faith helps widow fight fear 


By Susan Nowak 


LINDA VISTA — Seventy-five-year- 
old Theresa Bouchard, a Holy Family 
parishioner since 1947, has found faith 
helps her ‘‘fight fear.’’ 


She has been a widow for 15 years. Her 
husband, William, died of cancer. Even 
though she works and has friends, she still 
has to deal with loneliness and fear of the 
future. 


WHEN SHE is lonely, she says a 
rosary. ‘‘The Blessed Mother means a lot 
to me,’’ she said. During the last days of 
her husband’s terminal illness, the 
Bouchards found comfort in reciting the 
rosary together. 


“T fight fear a lot and the older I get — 
I’m getting near the end of life, you know 
— when I’m home and I’m ‘alone, if I 
don’t sit and ponder¥then I’m all right,”’ 
she said. Otherwise, she can. become 


fearful, wondering when and how she will - 


die. 

Some might be surprised someone still 
so active would worry about advancing 
age. Bouchard is a member of her parish 
altar society. Each week she washes the 
chalices and cleans the large altar linens 
for Holy Family Church. 


SHE ALSO works part-time as a 
media technician for the diocesan media 
center. She began working in 1970, seven 
months after her husband died. The 
media center had just opened and was 
much smaller than it is now, she said. 


She does not need the money work 
provides, but its other benefits are what 


HAPPY ANNIVERSARY — Mother Victoire, m 


keep her punching the time clock. “‘It 
keeps my mind sharp,”’ she said. 

Her son, who prepares her tax returns, 
sometimes tells his mother it would make 
financial sense for her to quit working. “‘I 


think it’s worth it if it keeps my mental 


? 


attitude up,”’ she tells him. - 
BOUCHARD WAS born into the faith 


in a predominantly Catholic area, 
Amesbury, Mass., near Boston. She 
made her first confession and communion 
and was confirmed before she married 
during her teen years. She had one son 
while she was still in her teens. 


Eventually she divorced and married 
William Bouchard. They had two boys. 


Please turn to page 6 


other. regional for the Poor Sisters of 


Nazareth, cuts an anniversary cake at a reception held Sept. 9 for the Sisters. Looking 
on (from left) are Sister Alphonsa, Mission San Diego Pastor |.B. Eagen and pioneering 
Sister Finbarr. Bishop Leo T. Maher and more than a dozen concelebrants had offered 
Mass earlier that day on an altar on the front lawn of Nazareth House. 


Stoughton, Wis. 


The order built a modern retirement 
facility with accommodations for married 
couples and single people in 1975 at the 
request of Bishop Leo T. Maher of San 


Diego. The home, situated on a knoll 
high above and behind Nazareth School, 
includes a recently-expanded infirmary 
for extended care and a wing for retired 
priests. 
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By Msgr. 
George C. Higgins © 


Distinctions with a difference 


Archbishop Miguel Obando Bravo of Managua, Nicaragua, 
was honored a few years ago by the (U.S.) Institute for Religion 
and Democracy at a luncheon in Washington, D.C. 


Presiding at the luncheon.was Michael Novak, the leading 
U.S. proponent of ‘‘democratic capitalism’? and the most 
prominent Catholic member of the predominantly Protestant 
IRD. I wondered at the time — and still do — if IRD knew what 
it was doing. 


IRD has been extremely critical of religious leaders and 
organizations which favor socialism or, indeed, anything 
remotely akin to it. Its position seems to be that socialism is 
incompatible with religion and democracy. 


Presumably in honoring Archbishop Obando IRD was paying 
tribute to his outspoken criticism of Nicaragua’s Sandinista 
regime. Yet in 1980 Archbiship Obando said socialism with 
freedom is the way for Nicaragua to eliminate the gap between 
the haves and the have-nots and avoid class hatred, and he even 
allowed for a measure of class struggle. To the best of my 
knowledge, he has never retracted that statement. 


““One thing,’’ he said, ‘‘is class struggle which occurs in 
society, another thing is class hatred that we oppose as un- 
Christian.’’ Pursuing this distinction, he pointed out that there 
are several kinds of socialism, a fact reflected in the pluralistic 
makeup of the Sandinista leadership. ‘‘There are Christians in 
the government,’’ he said, ‘‘and there are Marxists.”’ 


At the time, Archbishop Obando thought freedom was secure 
in Nicaragua. ‘‘There is no problem,’’ he said. ‘‘Thus 
far...there is freedom of religion for Christians. As for atheists, 
one must show respect for the right of every person to voice his or 
her convictions as long as this does not endanger the common 
good.”’ 


Things have taken a turn for the worse in Nicaragua since 
then, and the archbishop has reacted accordingly. He is a 
prominent critic of the Sandinista regime on several scores and 
with good reason. 


But what he said in 1980 on socialism still stands.’ Whether he 


is right is not the point. The point is that IRD spokesmen should - 


.either stop condemning socialism indiscriminately or make it 
clear that while they share the archbishop’s criticisms of the 
Sandinistas, they disagree with is prescription for Nicaragua. 


Is ‘‘socialism with freedom’’ good for Nicaragua? As a non- 
socialist, I would argue that, given the track record of most 
socialist regimes, the burden of proof is on those who’ favor 
socialism, whether in Nicaragua, the United States or anywhere 
else. 


But this is not to say that socialism is incompatible with 
religion and democracy and should be rejected by the church. To 
the contrary, as the eminent German Jesuit scholar Father 
Oswald von Nell-Breuning pointed out some years ago, if the 
Church were to condemn socialism in general, the result in many 
developing countries would be ‘‘the most baneful confusion and 
dismay.”’ 

IRD would be appalled, and rightly so, if the Church issued a 
blanket condemnation of capitalism. But it doesn’t seem to 
understand that its own indiscrimiate condemnations of socialism 
are no less appalling to many people in developing countries 
who, like Archbishop Obando believe that socialism with 
freedom is good for their countries. ; 
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Letters... 
Priest responds 


As a Catholic priest, I feel conscience- 
bound to answer Ms. Patton’s letter to the 
editor, printed in the Southern Cross 
(Aug. 30) and bannered ‘‘Ferraro’s 
hypocrisy.’’ To refute Ms. Patton’s 
attack on Geraldine Ferraro’s stand on 
pro-choice, rather than pro-life, first of all 
“‘me thinketh Ms. Patton protesteth too 
much.”’ Her rather lengthy, and pointless 
verbiage malodorously pollutes the air, as 
Jerry Falwell and his so-called Moral 
Majority is wont to do. 


Ms. Patton, should you be what you 
portray yourself to be — a disciple of 
Jerry Falwell — please stand up, and be 
counted as same. Let me ask you if you 
ever heard of the old Baltimore 
Catechism? If so, again, may I ask you if 
you know what constitutes serious, or 
mortal sin? 


I'll tell you. For a sin to. be mortal, 
three conditions must be present: grave 
matter, knowledge of the self-same grave 
matter and full consent of the will. 


Now then, Geraldine Ferraro’s ‘‘pro- 
choice’’ stand...This is a grave matter. 
Geraldine Ferraro has full knowledge of 
her pro-choice stand. She most assuredly 
does not give full consent of her will to 
abortions. Therefore, Geraldine 
Ferraro’s stand on “‘pro-choice’’ in no 
way is wrong for her and in no way does 
she sin. Therefore, it is timely for all of us 
to know our glorious Catholic faith, 
before we toss our opinions across the 
back garden fence, never mind before 
pitching to the printed media, and worse 
still, the electronic media. 


Fr. Patrick Dalton 
San Francisco 


_Labor Questions 


I read with great interest your issue of 
August 30th, dedicated to a recognition of 
Labor Day. The comments of Pope John 
Paul II from his encyclical Laborem 
Exercens, were particularly noticed. As a 
current employee of this diocese, it is with 
feelings of anxiety but a sense of 
responsibility that I share the following 
concerns and opinions. 


As I read the words of the Holy Father 
I found myself asking how we, the 
Church in San Diego, are responding 
with justice and compassion to the needs 
of our employees? In the words of the 
Pope, how is it that the Church evaluates 
“*...the way in which man’s work is 
properly remunerated in the system?”’ 
And how is it that the Church in San 
Diego strives for the value that, ‘‘Just 
remuneration for the work of an adult 
who is responsible for a family means 
remuneration which will~ suffice for 
establishing a family and for providing for 
its future??? How does the Church 
struggle to ensure the ‘‘...whole system of 
particular rights which...determine the 
correct relationship between worker and 
employer?’’ And how does this diocese 
encourage ‘‘...ever new movements of 
solidarity of the workers and with the 
workers?” 


These are but some of the questions 
which we, the Church, must. ask 
ourselves. It is essential that we set 
standards for our Church’s treatment of 
employees which will serve as a model for 
the secular world if we expect to be 
credible when we echo the prophets in 
their cries for justice. It would be a 
valuable contribution by your paper to 
assist in researching the answers to these 
questions and in searching for ways in 
which our Church might take its rightful 
place as a model of justice. 


Tom Spencer 
UHS teacher 


All letters are subject to editing and 
must be signed with full name, address, 
and telephone number in order to be 
considered for publication. Mail letters 
to: Southern Cross, Letters to the Editor, 
P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138. 


From the 
Bishop 


By Most Rev. 
Leo T. Maher 


My dear people of God, 


There is a multi-billion dollar industry flourishing in our land, 
and it is a national disgrace. 

The pornography industry is no longer confined to certain 
areas of downtown. Through the advent of cable TV and video 


cassettes, as well as the multiplication of pornographic magazines 


and book stores, no area is safe from pornographic pollution. It is 
ironic that pornography is called ‘‘adult entertainment’’ because 
healthy adults know it for what it is, filth. 


Several sensational cases of child pornography networks have 
“come to light this year. These cases and others make it very 
difficult for anyone to claim that pornography is a crime with no 
victims. Children, the poor, and the destitute are victims. You 
and I are victims as well, since the moral tone of our entire 
society is lowered and respect for the human person is 
diminished. 


We also know that organized crime is deeply involved in 
manufacturing pornography. Furthermore, the world of 
pornography is also the world of drugs. This makes the situation 
all the more grave. 


As Catholics and as citizens, we have a right to say what type 
of environment we wish to live in. The results of America’s 
concern for the material environment in which we live have been 
wonderful, and this concern for the earth, sea, and air should 
continue. Just as important, however, is the psychological and 
the spiritual environment in which we live. The spread of 
pornographic sleaze has reached the point where many right- 
minded people of all faiths are saying “‘enough is enough.”’ I join 
them and I applaud their efforts. 

Pornography is a specific, criminal activity which must be 
controlled by law enforcement agencies. We should support these 
agencies in their work to guarantee us our rights under the First 
Amendment. We should urge’ our city, county and state 
legislators to provide funding for the implementation of existing 
laws which can protect us. We should urge our police and sheriff 
departments to set a higher priority on investigations into 
pornography and prosecutors to pursue convictions. These 
tactics, subject to review by the courts, both protect individual 
rights and regulate the pornography industry at the same time. 


I urge the good Catholic people of this diocese to let their 
voices be heard, so that our civil authorities will understand that 
we support them and urge them onward. 


Sincerely in Christ, 


ee 


+ Leo T. Maher 
Bishop of San Diego 


Pope 


Speaks 


© 


Pope John Paul II noted the Christian pluralism which runs 
through America in an Aug. 25 message to an international 
meeting which focused on the diversity of American society. 


The fifth annual Meeting for Friendship Among Peoples, 
sponsored by the Popular Movement, an Italian Catholic youth 
group, this year discussed ‘‘America, Americans — The 
Impossible Tolerance.”’ 


About 20,000 young people attended the opening ceremonies 
of the meeting in Rimini, an Italian town on the Adriatic Sea. 


The pope said the meeting, intended to study the meaning of 
liberty, presented an opportunity to underline the Christian 
humanism within so many contrasting ideologies in America. He 
said Christian humanism ‘‘is open to the transcendent and 
illuminated by the revelation of Christ and the teachings of the 
universal Church’’ and stimulated by universal love. 


The pope also noted the divisions within America and said that 
questions which arise about America reflect upon its European 
roots. 


“*Europe not only carried that great good of the Christian faith 
to America’’ but also the negative elements of its divisions, he 
said. 


“‘For these reasons, to ask oneself about America,’’ he added, 
“means also to put some more important questions to Europe.’’ 
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Our Christian Way of Life 


By Enid Lanyon 


Every ending is a beginning 


Although one would hardly think so, judging by the 
sweltering temperatures we have been having (at least 
here in the foothills) and the greenness of the countryside 
after our unseasonal summer rain, fall has once again 
crept upon us and the year almost gone. 


I look forward to the fall, not only because it is the 
forerunner of winter, which I love, but because it is a time 


_ of slowing down, of quietening. Not physical slowing, 


perhaps, but of days closing in earlier, nights growing 
longer, the realization that another year is ending. And 
that, for me, always leads to review and introspection. 


THESE NINE months. have been filled with sickness 
and loving concern, surgeries and death, but also of life. 
Plans have been made and postponed because 
emergencies have arisen; vacations have been shelved and 
social affairs left unattended because of other demands, 
other needs. Nothing, in fact, turned out quite as 
expected. People we have loved have died but existing 
loves have been strengthened and new life has called for 
new love. 


All this is the stuff of which life is made, but it was not 
usual for us. Even the summer rains were unusual and the 
countryside has exploded with rampant regrowth and my 
garden overgrown, just as we were driven to contemplate 
the ‘‘strangeness’’ of death’s intrusion into life. It is as 
though nature were shouting the message that, rather 


Talks with Parents 


By Dolores Curran 


than death being a denial of life, life is a denial of death. 
That, in fact, death is no more than new life and that 
more abundantly. 


And so, although the heat and vigorous ‘growth are sull 
those of summer, the peacefulness and soul-quiet are of 
autumn already. The leaves are still green and firm on 
their stems, but in my mind they yellow and drop and in 
the great, billowing, tantalizingly white clouds that 
promise and drift away, I find the harbinger of change 
and difference — as there is change and difference now in 
our lives. 


PERHAPS IT is because I am growing older — I 
would hope it might be that I am growing wiser, but one 
can never tell that for oneself — but I no longer regret loss 
and change as in my youth. Perhaps I have lived long 
enough to discern the repeating patterns of challenge, 
experience and growth that are what life is about, and am 
more aware that each event, each change, has its place 
and will fall into it, whether we like it or not. 


Loss and renewal are always interwoven, as are 
challenge, and growth — or perhaps I mean discovery. On 


~ the whole I think that is is self-discovery and the discovery 


of God’s impetus and presence in them that makes our 
lives exciting and of such great value. Then we learn to 
look not so much on what has happened but why it 
happened; not so much how we have responded, but why. 
And we look at where it all is leading us! 


A family challenge to school 


~ “We call our Labor Day family retreat our buffer 
time,’’ a couple told me. ‘‘It’s the weekend between 
having too much togetherness in the summer and not 
seeing each other for two months. From the time football 
and marching band start, we rarely eat together except on 
Sunday.” 

Much has been written on the values and problems that 
stem from school and community youth activites as they 
affect ‘the student but little attention is paid to their 
deleterious effect on family life, particularly the questions 
of who owns the dinner hour — schools or families? 


AT ONE TIME in our history, the family dinner hour 
was highly regarded and respected as the opportunity for 
families to be together and share information and 
support. It was unthinkable that something as frivolous as 
a baseball game would be allowed to infringe upon this 
valued time. Gradually, we have allowed the erosion of 
family and community vouth activities upon the family to 
the point that the family who protests is considered 
unsupportive. 


Yet, we know that the family dinner hour — the one 
time that most families are able to be together daily — is 
crucial to good overall family communication. I submit 
that if we really value this quality as we pretend to do, 
then school and community leadership can take steps to 


The Sacred Liturgy 


By Father Charles E. Miller, C.M. 


re-establish times to do so and return the dinner hour to 
families. 

Last June I was invited to address a Washington-based 
forum on family well-being.on ‘‘How Community 
Leaders Can Develop Programs to Support Families.”’ 
Pointing out that the pressures affect family life, I 
emphasized that the family doesn’t set the calendars that 
intensify these stresses but inherits institutional policies 
and dates. Later a school administrator asked me for 
specific suggestions on how schools could be sensitive to_ 
family time needs while still supporting valuable activities | 
like sports, band and drama. 


I SUGGESTED that if a school developed the goal of 
preserving family dinner three times weekly as a 
management objective, coaches and directors would come 
up with a plan. 

Traditionally, sports and band practices have assumed 
the hours of 3 to 7 p.m. as theirs. This effectively dooms 
the family dinner hour in hundreds of thousands of 
homes. In interviewing families for my. book on stress and 
the healthy family, I heard about one band director who 
so coveted a trophy that he demanded practice attendance 
from 4 to 8 p.m. daily and from 9 to noon on Saturdays 
from Aug. 20 until late October. 


The kids began to hate band and the families were 


It may be that my spirit is anticipating autumn this 
year, but that it should already be September seems to me 
wholly appropriate and gentling to my mind. There is no 
sense of haste, no wish to have the year over and done 
with and the anxiety and pain gone with it. Rather there 
is a kind of patience and deliberation. In any case, the 
year is not yet gone and who knows what may still lie in 
store? 


I AM GLAD that fall is here and that winter will come 
and spring and-summer follow. I am glad there is order 
and sequence in nature that speaks of order and sequence 
in my life. I am glad that God has led me to know love 
and to love through death and that He has moved others 
to love me, too. I am glad to be alive and glad that one 


~ day I shall die and life will continue as it always has. I am 


glad to know that there is sense and rhythm and purpose 


. to even what seems happenstance and that God knows 
.exactly what it is! 


I am glad we are freed to live in the present and look 
with calm hope to the future, incuriously and patiently; to 
find without surprise that there can be joy in the midst of 
sorrow and even sorrow in the midst of joy. Above all, we 
are freed to love life in all its forms and disguises, in all its 
surprises and apparent contradictions because, if for no 
other reason, God loved it first and always, and it is His 
gift to us. 


leadership 


frustrated at not being together from Sunday to Sunday. 
Finally a group of parents went to the principal and said, 
““The purpose of band is not to win but to enjoy. This is 
ridiculous and if it doesn’t change, we’re going to let our 
kids quit.” 

THE PRINCIPAL listened and changed things. The 
ambitions of just one band director were dramatically 
affecting over 80 families who couldn’t plan any mutual 
activities on Saturday or eat together during the week. - 


I challenge administrators, coaches and directors to 
come up with practice and game schedules which show a 
value for family time. I suggest longer practices twice 
weekly and one the other three days, or some early 
morning instead of dinnertime practices. 


I suggest that community youth leagues follow suit and 
also schedule games every other Saturday so families can 
have alternate Saturdays together. Most urgent, I ask 
schools, soccer leagues, etc., to shorten the season. It gets 
longer annually and kids get as tired of playing as parents 
do watching. 

WE CAN ACHIEVE this if we really value family 
time, communication and bondedness. But if we put a 
higher value on playing and winning games, then, we 
must accept responsibility for hampering rather than 
fostering these important qualities of family life. 


Do we have to sing at Mass? 


Some human experiences are incomplete without 
music. In the early days of the movies, silent films were 
accompanied i in the theater by a live piano player. Today 
it is a rare movie indeed which does not have music in its 
soundtrack, and one cannot imagine a Rose Bow] parade 
without the music of marching bands. 


The Church has always appreciated the place of music 
in Mass and warmly encourages a wedding of melody and 
words as the expression of our worship of God as His 
united family. The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal declares that ‘‘As far as possible and especially on 
Sundays and holydays of obligation, Mass should be 
celebrated with song....’’ This rule applies to all Masses 
since there is no longer a distinction between High and 
Low Mass. 


THE CHURCH’S outlook is formulated by St. Paul 
in his letter to the Colossians (3:16): ‘‘Sing gratefully, to 
God from your hearts in psalms, hymns and spirited 
songs.”’ The prayer of the Mass is meant to be an 
expression of the entire person, not of heart alone but of 


_ voice, not of soul alone but of body too. We belong totally 


to God in every aspect of our being, and we should 
worship him from every aspect of our being. That is what 
St. Augustine meant to express in his aphorism, “‘He who 
sings prays twice.’’ 


Perhaps in the past, because of influences which were 
not really Catholic in origin, we developed something of a 
suspicious outlook on emotions. Especially in religion, 
some people implied, feelings were suspect and not to be 
trusted. Music by its nature is related more to the 
emotions and feelings than to the intellect and reasoning. 
Good music by its nature partakes of the poetic, the 
imaginative and the-affective side of human experience. 
Profound human emotions, whether of joy or sorrow, 
have in every civilization been expressed through music. 


The very nature of the Mass cries out for music. It is 
the celebration of God’s great love for us as manifested in 
Christ Jesus. It is the expression of our love for God. It is 
the reality of the greatest act of love the world has ever 
seen, the paschal sacrifice of Jesus. The Mass is indeed for 


lovers, and as St. Augustine also observed, ‘‘To sing 
belongs to lovers’’ (Cantare amantis est). 


AS WE CONSIDER the role of music and singing at 
Mass we need to reflect on the commandment given to 
God’s people: ‘‘You shall love the Lord, your God, with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength (Deuteronomy 6:5).”’ 


“‘Singing should be widely used at Mass,’’ declares the 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal but with a 
realistic qualification: “‘depending on the type of people 
and the capability of each congregation.’’ Not all Masses 
need have the same amount of music, nor is it necessary 


. to sing all the texts which were composed for singing. But 


we will have come a long way when we find it hard to 
imagine a Sunday Mass without music. More 
importantly, we will be part of a long and beautiful 
tradition of the Church when as part of the Mass “‘we sing 
gratefully to God from our hearts in hymns, psalms and 
inspired songs.”’ 
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Children replace pigs and cows 
at new diocesan preschool 


By Veronica Garcia 


SPRING VALLEY — A housé ‘which was scheduled to 
be demolished to provide more parking for Santa Sophia 
Church was rescued by members of the parish and will 
open Sept. 17 as Santa Sophia Preschool. 


Margie Carroll, president of the preschool board, said 
it has taken 20 months for the preschool to become a 
reality. She hopes children enrolled there will learn about 
Jesus importance in their lives. 


IN DECEMBER 1982, Carroll asked Msgr. Thomas 
Prendergast, pastor of Santa Sophia, about possibly 
converting the parish’s recently purchased house into a 
preschool. The parish council unanimously agreed to the 
preschool plan in the spring of 1983, she. said. 


An appeal for volunteers to help repair the building was 
placed in the parish bulletin. Over the past 20 months, 
about 200 people have helped to renovate the facility 
which, Carroll said, ‘‘had been an old shack with cows 
and pigs outside.”’ 


The preschool board contacted other diocesan parish 
preschools to learn how to set up their facility, she said. 


APPROVAL FOR the school was obtained from the’ 


diocesan school’s office after documents showing the need 
for the preschool were submitted. Information about state 
licensing was also obtained, Carroll said. 


The preschool’s director, Louise Amado, attended a 
three-hour licensing class and. submitted a number of 
documents to obtain a school license from the state. While 
the school will operate ‘‘under the umbrella of the 
diocese,’” Amado said, it will also conform with state 
licensing requirements for preschools. 


Up to 26 children may be inside the facility at one time, 
Amado said. The school will be open from 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m, and has four enrollment options: all day care; 
morning and afternoon sessions; extended day care for 
Santa Sophia Academy students up to age 7; and drop-in 
child care, she said. 


THE PRESCHOOL will receive no funds from Santa 
Sophia School or Church and must pay its own expenses 
through tuition which ranges from $49 for two-day care to 
$189 for full-day care per month, Carroll said. 


Monthly themes of instruction have been set. ‘‘The 
first theme is ‘I am special.’ Children will talk about God 
and relate God to their own experiences,’’ Amado said. 


és 


Activities for the children will teach them to ‘‘be 
examples of love. They will come to understand God’s 
world through experiences like growing plants,’’ the 
director said. ‘‘Children learn through caring”’ for living 
things. By “‘caring for animals which they can feed and 
pet, they learn to be loving,’”’ she added. 


CARROLL HOPES the school becomes a ‘‘home 
away from home’”’ for the children, a place where they can 
learn ‘“‘to appreciate one another’s differences and 
become like brothers and sisters.”’ 


“‘We’ve paved the way for others’’ to open their own 
parish preschools, Carroll said. She is willing to help any 
parish that wants to open a school, she added. 


There is ‘‘a tremendous need for parish preschools,’’ 
she said. She hopes other parishes will seriously consider 
the possibility of opening such facilities because ‘‘children 
are the future of the Church.”’ 


Deacons’ families learn to share, join in apostolates 


Continued from page 1 


adult education programs at St. John parish, Encinitas. 
They also are RENEW core team members for their 
parish. Together they tackle details of distributing 
SHARE food packages to between 80 and 140 families at 
St. John. 


A mother of six grown children, Corder is no novice at 
feeding the hungry. She has given passes to the family 
pizza restaurant in Cardiff and she has given her own 
grocery money to a family whose child needed emergency 
medical care. ‘‘Loving God means loving as many of His 
children as I can,’’ Virginia said. 


Since 1976 when she began attending deacon formation 
classes with her husband, the family has opened its four- 
bedroom home to the needy. One was an unwed pregnant 
woman who lived with them until her baby was born. 
Today they call their four guests ‘‘Corder’s boarders.”’ 


RICHARD’S FULL-TIME ministry has meant 
giving up financial security. But when he and Virginia 
relax on their patio (often shared with elderly and lonely 
people in their community) they believe ‘‘all the money in 
the world wouldn’t hold a candle’’ to what they have. 


Deacon Leo Dube and his wife, Odette, used to work 
together in their floral and real estate businesses. Now 
they are co-leaders of weekly charismatic prayer meetings 
at St. Therese parish. Often they do marriage counseling 
and visit the sick as a couple. Many of their vacations are 
out-of-town private retreats where they read Scripture, 
listen to tapes and sing and pray together. 


Odette’s own apostolate centers around Scripture. For 
the past 12 years she has conducted Bible studies in her 
home. She has given priests and prison chaplains 
thousands of paperback copies of the New Testament, 
both English and Spanish translations, purchased by a 
religious group she leads. 


SAN DIEGO VOLVO INC. 
5316 Kearny Mesa Rd. 
San Diego, CA 92111 . 279-9700 


VOLVO — A CAR THAT YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 


- 6 — Southern Cross, September 13, 1984 


‘ 


DEACON JAMES Bowen and his wife, Terry , support 
each other’s ministries at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
parish in Rancho Penasquitos. Besides being a lector, 
song leader and RENEW core member, Terry helps with 
Jim’s clerical work. He transports commodities for an 
organization Terry heads which collects food donated by: 
churches in Poway, Rancho Penasquitos and Rancho 
Bernardo and delivers it to needy people in this area. 

At the deacons’ ordination, their wives also made a 
commitment to share their husbands’ time with others. 
How easily they fulfill this pledge depends, in part, on the 
demand of their spouses’ schedules. Sixty-hour 
workweeks with evening and weekend meetings put a 
strain on some families whose. social life has been 
absorbed by religious activities. These wives try to 
balance their husbands’ scales of work and relaxation. 

Freeing their spouses for full-time ministry does not 
free the wives from certain frustrations. Virginia Corder 
wishes she had 10 more hands and could be several places 
at once. Delores Threatt wishes she didn’t have to drive 
her own car to Christ the King Church so that Marvin 
can remain for meetings after Mass. 


BUT SACRIFICES bring spiritual compensation that 
comes from living with the new clergy, some said. In 
some cases the deacons’ contagious zeal challenges their 
wives to.a fuller Christian life. Although Odette Dube 


sometimes feels deprived of Leo’s time, she accepts his ° 


duties as her own, Deacon Threatt’s fatigue at the end of 
the day reminds Delores to expend ‘‘one more ounce of 
energy’’ at UCSD’s Burn Center.. 


“We're still pioneering the diaconate,’’ said Ann 
Shelton. *“‘As more responsibilities are thrust’ upon 
deacons, the possibilities for the future are exciting.” 
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Ninth grade opens 


SAN DIEGO — Students at Blessed Sacrament School 
returned Sept. 7 to find a construction project under way. 
When completed in December, a 5,000-square foot 
building will stand on a now vacant area. The facility will 
house three classrooms and two ‘‘resource’’ rooms. 


Blessed Sacrament students also discovered a ninth 
grade had been added to the school. Twenty-five children 
are registered for the ninth grade, bringing total school 
enrollment to 370, Brian Bennett, principal of the school, 
said. 

THE NEW school building is needed to replace the 
bungalows situated next to the main school. The 
bungalows have served as classrooms since 1951, Bennett 
said. 


Groundbreaking for the new building took place June 


17. When construction is completed the dilapidated 


bungalows will be demolished. 

Funding for the new facility, which will cost about 
$260,000, came from several sources. ‘‘About $105,000 
came from pledges made by school families and alumni,’’ 
Bennett said. One-half of the money raised by the parish 
fiesta was also used. The parish bingo operation 
contributed about $25,000 and a parish subsidy of nearly 
$46,000 completed the amount needed for the project. 


FATHER WILLIAM Mooney, pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, has been completely supportive of the 
construction project and the school, Bennett said. 

Three years ago, Father Mooney agreed to open a pre- 
school at Blessed Sacrament, Bennett said, This year, 
Father Mooney supported opening’ the ninth grade. 
Expansion was needed because many Blessed Sacrament 
students cannot afford the cost of Catholic high school 
education, the principal said. 

The ninth grade at Blessed Sacrament is ‘‘not an 
alternative program for those who don’t make Catholic 
high school entrance tests,’’ -Bennett said. Rather, the 
ninth grade will give students another vear of Catholic 
education before they have to transfer w a_ public 
institution, he added. 


STUDENTS MUST go to rooms around the parish 
grounds for some classes, he said. Pupils are instructed in 
the rectory basement, the youth center, the faculty room 
and the typing room, the principal added. When the new 
building is finished, students will no longer have to use 
these rooms, Bennett said. 


Bennett forsees few problems with the noise caused by 
the construction while school 1 is in session because most of 
the classrooms face away from the work area. 


Mrs. Bouchard is happy to be Catholic 
Continued from page 3 


She has eight grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren. 

The Bouchards came to San Diego in 1938. Mr, 
Bouchard made his career in the Navy. One of their sons 
followed in his footsteps. The other served in the Navy 10 
years before becoming a music teacher. 


EVEN THOUGH Catholicism means enough to her 
that she attends daily Mass, she does not ‘‘push religion’’ 
to her grandchildren and great grandchildren. She thinks 
evangelization should be left up to the children’s parents. 


ee 


Daily Mass gives her “‘a lift for the day.’’ She gives a 
lift (an automobile ride) to Mass to a pair of Holy Family 
parishioners, one of whom is 80. 


Bouchard was in her mid-50s when Vatican II swept 
through the Church, changing the Church in many ways. 
She had friends who did not want to shake hands at Mass 
or hold hands during the Lord’s Prayer. 


SHE ADMITTED she was reluctant, too, to accept 
the changes, but finally encouraged her friends to move 
with the Church: She told them those gestures would help 
the community and, ‘‘It doesn’t hurt you.”’ 


However, she has had trouble accepting some changes 
caused by Vatican II. When churchgoers do not genuflect 
when they enter church, ‘‘That bothers me. I don’t think 
that’s respectful of the Lord.”’ 


When parishioners leave their pews to shake hands 
during the sign of peace in Mass, ‘‘It’s like a circus,’’ she 
said. 

SHE DOES like music at Mass, but prefers choirs to 
folk groups. She sings in the choir at 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass at Holy Family. 


“I just love the Mass and being in church with people 
who feel the same as I do,’’ she said. 
Prayer has been a big factor in her faith life, she said. 


Her prayers were always answered, even though ‘“‘it took 
a little time sometimes,’’ she added. 
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Three paths to 


MEA 


By Sister Prudence Allen, RSM 
NC News Service 


“It is impossible to define the 
meaning of life in a general way,”’ 
concluded psychiatrist Victor 


Frankl in a remarkable book called ~ 


“‘Man’s Search for Meaning.”’ 
Instead, Frankl believed that 
each person discovers the mean- 

ing of life in the specific cir- 
cumstances of life. “‘Life does not 
mean something vague, but 
something very real and concrete, 
just as life’s tasks are also very 
real and concrete,’’ he explained. 
During World War II, Frankl 
was imprisoned for three years in 
- Auschwitz and other concentra- 
tion camps. It was then that he 
‘ developed his concepts about the 
source of life’s meaning. 
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As a psychiatrist, Frankl was a 
student of human behavior. Obser- 
ving his own struggle to maintain 
hope in the difficult circumstances 
of prison, he came to believe that 
the human need to 
find meaning in 
life was more fun- 
damental than the 
need to eat, sleep 
or find sexual 
fulfillment. 

After his lib- 


NING 


eration from prison, Frankl inter- 
viewed countless survivors of the 
concentration camps, hoping to 
discover what gave them the will 
to keep alive. How did they 
manage to maintain hope in the 
future? 

He reached this conclusion: 
“We can discover meaning in life 
in three different ways: by doing 
a deed, by experiencing a value 
and by suffering.”’ 

‘Doing a deed.’”’ That is 
Frankl’s first path to meaning. It 
may involve creating something 
through our work. Or it may : 
simply involve acting in some way 
which changes the world ever so 
slightly for the better. : 

Frankl described a turning point 
in his own search for meaning 
while in prison: 

‘“‘Suddenly I saw myself stan- 
ding on the platform of a pleas- 
ant lecture room...I was giving 
a lecture on the psychology of the 
concentration camp...By this 
method I succeeded somehow in 
rising above the situation.”’ 

By imagining something he 
would do, an action he would 
take in the future, Frank! found 
some meaning for his life while 
imprisoned. 


Le et 


The second way to find mean- - 
ing is by ‘experiencing a value,” 
says Frankl. This experience could 
come through loving another per- 
son. Frankl described how the 
deep love he and his wife shared 
helped him to survive a cold and 
painful day at hard labor. 

_ He wrote: “‘A thought crossed 


A supplement to Catholic newspapers, 
published with grant assistance from Cath- 
olic Church Extension Society, by the Na- 
tional Catholic News Service, 1312 Massa- 
chusetts Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20005. All contents copyright © 1984 by 


NC News Service. 


my mind: 

I didn’t even 

know if she were 

still alive. I knew 

only one thing. Love 

goes very far beyond the physical 
person of the beloved. It finds its 
deepest meaning in his spiritual 


being, his inner self.”’ 


Moreover, music, art or nature 
provide ways of ‘‘experiencing a 
value’; they help to give meaning 
to life. 

But what about people who are 
deprived of satisfying work and 
have never experienced a value 
which gives meaning to their life? 
Frankl knew that the prison camp 
experience was one of great 
deprivation, so he spoke in great 
detail about his third path to 
meaning. 

He said: ‘“‘Whenever one is 
confronted with an inescapable, 
unavoidable situation, whenever 
one has to face a fate that can- 
not be changed, e.g., an incurable 
disease, such as inoperable 
cancer, just then is one given a 
last chance to actualize the high- 
est value, the deepest meaning, 
the meaning of suffering.”’ 

Suffering calls on people to 
make a decision. As Frankl ex- 
plains it: “One could make a 
victory of these experiences (of 
suffering), turning life into an in- 


For as long as human beings have 
walked this earth we have pondered 
the meaning of life. Mercy Sister 
Prudence Allen writes about psychiatrist 
Victor Frankl, who believes that finding 
meaning is a basic human need. And, 
he says, the search for meaning can lead 
in three very different directions. 
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ner triumph, or one could ignore 
the challenge and simply 
vegetate.”’ 
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Frankl’s discovery of three 
basic ways to give life meaning 
is helpful as a general guideline. 

I find it interesting that in his 
own writings, Pope John Paul II 
has explored the same three 
pathways to meaning. 

The pope discussed the 
significance found in “‘doing a 
deed”’ in his encyclical, ‘On 
Human Work.”’ There he pointed 
out how individuals can find 
dignity and realize their self-worth 
through the work of their hands 
and minds. 

The pope studied the Christian 
significance of love earlier in his 
life in a play he wrote, ‘‘The 
Jeweler’s Shop.’’ But this theme 
also was examined in a collection 
of the pope’s sermons on the 
Book of Genesis titled ‘‘The 
Original Unity of Woman and 
Man.”’ 

And suffering — a third path to 
meaning — was explored by the 
pope in a 1984 apostolic letter on 
suffering. He emphasized that suf- 
fering is always a mystery. But he 
noted that part of the mystery of 
suffering is the way it can 
transform human beings. 


(Sister Allen teaches philosophy 
at Concordia University, Mon- 
treal, Quebec.) 


—— 
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Faith Today 


Taking 
humor 
seriously 


By Joe Michael Feist 


NC News Service 


Jesuit Father Arthur McGovern 
likes to joke with God. He’s also 
been known to have Massgoers 
laughing heartily during his Sun- 
day homily. And-he admits that 
he catches himself smiling while 
celebrating Mass from time to 
time. 

Father McGovern, you see, is a 
man who takes his humor very 
Seriously. 


The priest, who teaches 
philosophy at the Jesuits’ Universi- 
ty of Detroit, is a strong believer 
in the value of humor. Father 
McGovern brings humor into his 
prayer life, into his classroom 
and into his relationships. 

“Long ago,”’ Father McGovern 
said in a recent interview, 

“the conviction came to me that 
what we are to preach is good 
news. That’s what the Gospel 
means — good news.” But, he 
said, “‘it’s easy to lose sight of the 
good news,’ to stress the 
negative. 

A vital part of the good news is 
humor, believes Father McGovern. 
Even when pondering a subject as 
deep as the meaning of life, he 
says, humor has a definite role. 

Father McGovern defined 
“meaning”’ in life as ‘“‘something 
that gives purpose and value to 
what we do and who we are.”’ He 
added that ‘‘meaning in life can 
be different for different people 
and it can change over time for 
individuals.”’ 

In our search for meaning, said 
Father McGovern, it is easy to 
lose perspective, to lose a 
necessary balance. 

““‘Overseriousness can kill the 
meaning of life,’ he thinks. 
“Humor is a healthy corrective. It 
is not opposed to the seriousness 
of life. But we have to learn to 
laugh at our own failures and 
flaws. Otherwise things get out of 
balance.”’ 

The way Father McGovern ap- 
proaches humor, he said, is to 


é 
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As the gentleman above apparently realizes, ‘being too 
serious can kill the meaning of life. We have to learn to laugh 
at our own failures and flaws. Otherwise things get out of 


balance.’ 
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laugh at himself. He quickly noted 
that he knows how difficult it is 
for people to laugh at themselves. ° 
But when they do, he said, they 
are expressing a form of humility, 

a recognition that the world does 
not revolve around them. 

Without a sense of humor, add- 
ed Father McGovern, ‘‘you focus 
on failures, defeats, lack of fulfill- 
ment. That leads to (spiritual) 
death.”’ 

But beyond being a “‘correc- 
tive,’’ the Detroit priest feels that 
humor can be a great aid in 
developing one’s spirituality, or 
relationship with God. 

“My own spirituality is simple,” 
Father McGovern said. ‘‘What 
gives life I need to build. What 
destroys life I need to challenge. 
Humor serves both. Humor is a 
way of finding delight in what is 
good. And it’s an effective way of 
challenging what needs to be 
challenged.”’ 

Much of maintaining one’s 
spirituality, continued Father 
McGovern, involves maintaining 
one’s perspective. That’s where 
humor comes in. The key, he 


feels, is never “‘losing our 
seriousness about our vocation but 
never taking ourselves too 
seriously.” 

“T bring humor into my 
prayer,’ the priest said. He 
explained that we ‘‘ought to pre- 
sent ourselves to God as we are. 
The relationship ought to be with 
God as it is with your closest 


' friend.”’ 


If you’re angry with God, you 
tell him you're angry, Father 
McGovern said. And if you feel 
like joking with God, joke with 
him. 

Father McGovern said he often 
kids his philosophy students. And 
he uses humor to illustrate points 
in his homilies. 

Father McGovern, by the way, 
is a specialist in Marxist 
philosophy. 

“‘Sounds pretty serious, doesn’t 
it?’ he asked as he twisted his 
face into a frown. 

Then he smiled. 


(Feist is associate editor of 
Faith Today.) 


By David Gibson 


NC News Service 


Mark’s team lost the soccer 
game. But the game’s excitement 
and fun wouldn’t soon be forgot- 
ten. Up to the bitter end the game 
could have gone either way. 

It was a warm spring day. Mark 
and his parents got into the car 
for the ride home. 

In years past, the car would 
have been full, since Mark’s 
brother and sister frequently at- 
tended. his games, as he attended 
their basketball games and swim 


“meets. But over the past three 


years they had gone off to col- 
lege.’ In 10 days Mark too would 
be a high school graduate. 

During the ride home Mark’s 
mother and father were preoc- 
cupied by identical thoughts. 
Their lives were about to meet a 
big change. Mark’s graduation 
meant that in the future they 
would not be needed by their 
children in quite the way they 
were needed in the past. 

As. they pulled into the | 
driveway of their old and much- 
loved home, Mark’s parents felt 
nostalgic. They were going to 
miss the lifestyle that included so 
much of Mark, so much of his 
soccer stardom. ~~ : 

Mark’s mother stepped out of 
the car. Looking up at the house 
she wondered for the umpteenth 
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Viewing the te 


By Father John Castelot 


NC News Service 


Long ago a question tormented 
a man we now know only as 
Qoheleth or Ecclesiastes. He ask- 
ed: What is life all about?’ 

Qoheleth’s story reflects the 
human struggle to understand 
life’s meaning — a struggle as real 
now as it was many centuries ago. 

In the Old Testament book of 
Ecclesiastes, this man dramatized 
his search by posing as Solomon, 
the king who had everything a° 
heart could desire: wealth, power, 
wisdom, pleasure. 

But he found that the answer to 
his question about life’s meaning 
could not be found in those — 
things. In spite of all his riches, he 
concluded: ‘‘Vanity of 
vanities...all things are vanity” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:2). 

We remember Qoheleth, much 
as we remember Job with his 
great questions about human suf- 
fering. Their questions are our 
questions. 

In his musings, Qoheleth con- 
sidered, one by one, all the things 
which should have brought him 
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time what they would do with 
such a big place after Mark went 
to college. 

For months she had brooded 
over what life would be like as an 
empty-nester. So much of what 
she considered the meaning in her 
life had, for 21 years, come from 
being so busy as a home- 
maker. Often she kidded about 
needing a computer to keep track 
of her duties. 

Only 47, she would consider get- 
ting a job in the fall. Still she 
wondered, “‘What will life mean 
now?” Her husband had the same 
question. 

Maybe it seems that professional 
philosophers and theologians are_ 
the ones who should talk about 
life’s ‘“‘meaning.’’ But everyone 
becomes a bit of a philosopher at 
times. The kind of “‘philosophical”’ 
question that puzzled Mark’s 
parents is common. 

People inquire about ‘‘meaning”’ 
whenever they wonder if life is 
worthwhile: 

—When chaos gets the upper 
hand in life, people may develop a 
sense of futility. They wonder: 
“What difference does life make? 
What's the use?’ 

—Or people get bored, bogged 
down by routine. They exclaim: - 
“This can’t be all there is to life!’ 
— | —Witnessing injustice or great 
pain among members of society, 

, people ask: ““What can life possibly 


meaning 


mean if,this is allowed to happen?”’ 
—Or, viewing something 


‘beautiful — the works of 


Michelangelo in the Sistine 
Chapel, the birth of a child — one 
thinks: ‘“This tells me life means 
more than I could imagine.” 
Mark’s parents won’t fully 
answer their question immediately 
after he denarts for college. Life’s 
meaning tends to unfold over time. 
But I conjecture that during the 
next year Mark’s parents will plan 


‘to do some new things together. 


Probably they'll find fresh value in 
friendships. A development at 
work may give-them a renewed 
sense of confidence; a parish pro- 
ject will give them a real sense of 
involvement and hope. 

If they’re wise — I’m sure they 
are — they'll remember that love 
makes life meaningful. They'll 


* listen more carefully to each other 


now; they'll take greater care of 
life’s little things; they'll recognize 
that some of the increased time 
on their hands could be used to 
help others: 

Finally, if they're lucky — I'm 
sure they are — Mark will exercise 
his soccer skills in college, and they 
can drive down for all the excite- 
ment of a weekend game or two. 

(Mark’s parents are a composite 
of parents this writer has known.) 


_ (Gibson is editor of Faith 
Today.) 
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meaning and happiness. None 
satisfied his thirst for fulfillment. 

He realized then that if he sear- 
ched for perfect happiness in 
those things he would be doomed 
to frustration. He would have to 
look further. 

The problem for Qoheleth was 
that he labored under a severe 
handicap. He saw value in the life 
of this world. What he lacked was 
an understanding about a happy 
life after death. 

He was trying to figure out the 
meaning of life without a vision 
of its totality. It would be like try- 
ing to write a person’s biography 
with a knowledge only of his 
infancy. 

A few centuries later the author 
of the Old Testament book of 
Daniel had a much deeper insight 
into the whole span of human ex- 
istence. As a result he held out a 
bright prospect, one that, made life 
eminently worth living. 

“Many of those who sleep in 
the dust of the earth shall 
awake....Those who lead the 
many to justice shall be like the 
stars forever’’ (12:2-4). 

At the end of the Old Testament 


period the author of Wisdom was 


. granted an even more penetrating 


vision of life: ‘‘The souls of the 
just are in the hand of God and 
no torment shall touch 
them...they shall be greatly bless- 
ed”’ (3:1-4; 5). 

A strong echo of this, enriched 
by the teaching and example of 
Jesus, is heard in St. Paul’s New 
Testament letter to the Romans: 
“If we are children (of God) we 
are heirs as well; heirs of God, 
heirs with Christ’’ (8:17-19). 


To discover life’s meaning, life 
must be seen in its totality, in its 
earthly and eternal, human and 
divine aspects. 

Life here and now was given us 
to enjoy. This life reflects God’s 
promise and goodness. But to 
complete the picture we need the 
prospect of the kingdom of God 
in all its fullness. 

And hope in God’s promise 
keeps us going. It can make sense 
of what otherwise might seem 
absurd. 


(Father Castelot teaches at St. 
John’s Seminary, Plymouth, Mich.) 


FOOD... 


Faith Today 


“Do you remember that scene 
at the opening of St. John’s 
Gospel? In those days as in ours 
young men were looking for 
guides, for teachers, for masters 
who could show them the way 
to the fullest meaning of life,”’ 
writes Trappist Father Basil Pen- 
nington in his new book, ‘“‘The 
Eucharist Yesterday and Today”’ 
(Crossroad Publishing Co., 1984). 

Father Pennington relates how 
Andrew and John left their 
hometown of Capernaum ‘in 
search of the desert prophet — 
John the Baptizer — they had 
heard about, hoping that he 
would have ‘‘the answers.”’ 

But finally, following John the 
Baptizer’s directions, they team- 
ed up with Jesus and his 
followers. Still, says Father Penn- 
ington, it was ‘‘a long road 
before they got their answer.”’ 

Perhaps three years later Jésus 
said to them: “‘If anyone keeps 
my commandments, the Father 
and I will come and we will take 
up our dwelling in him.”’ 

Those words are significant 
since they get to the heart of 
how Christians are to find mean- 
ing in life — through each other. 


— Since ‘‘Jesus’ — God’s — 


favorite dwelling place is in us, 
in human persons,”’ the priest 


‘writes, our ‘‘first care should be 


for human beings, for ourselves 
and others.’’ Doing beautiful 
things for others is a way of do- 
ing something beautiful for God, 


...fOf GiSCUSSION 


1. Do you tend to think that 
discussions about life’s ‘‘mean- 
ing’’ should be left up to the 
professional theologians and 
philosophers? What do you think 
David Gibson means when he 
writes that everyone becomes a 
bit of a philosopher at times? 


2. Can you think of a time 
recently when you and a friend 
talked about your mutual dreams 
and hopes? Would you consider 
this an occasion when you were 
concerned about the meaning of 
your life? . 


3. Joe Michael Feist thinks it is 
important to put a little humor 
into our discussions of life’s 
meaning. Do you agree? _ 


4. Sister Prudence Allen’s arti- 
cle tells of the three ways of fin- 
ding meaning discovered by 
psychiatrist Victor Frankl. Which 
of the ways do you find most in- 
teresting? Would you add to the 
list? 


...for thought 


Father Pennington writes. 

Andrew and John found 
strength to carry out their 
responsibilities through their 
companionship with Jesus and 
his followers. Christians today, 
as Father Pennington points out, 
find similar nourishment during 
the Eucharist — the Mass. 

The Eucharist is like a family 
gathering at home, he thinks. In 
the Eucharist “‘we are all 
brothers and sisters, children of 
the one Father, albeit an enor- 
mous family and therefore enjoy- 
ing varying degrees of intimacy.’’ 

The Eucharist has the 
marvelous ability to remind 
Christians of their own value. In 
fact, Father Pennington explains, 
the Eucharist reminds all ‘‘that 
they are called, called by a God 
of love, that they are loved and 
wanted, that they have the digni- 
ty of one who is wanted, wanted 
even by a God.”’ 

Assured of our own worth, the 
Eucharist becomes a “‘powerful 
force to draw together, heal and 
integrate our dispersed thoughts 
and desires, energies and pro- 
jects,’’ Father Pennington 
observes. , 

Christians, celebrating the 
Eucharist, have the opportunity 
to recall who they are and 
where they are going. And in do- 
ing that, they just may catch a 
glimpse of where life’s real 
meaning lies. 


SECOND HELPINGS 


“Storytelling, Imagination and 
Faith,’’ by Father William 
Bausch. For some time now, 
books and articles have been 
appearing on the value of 
storytelling in the lives of 
religious people. Why is it good 
for people to tell the important 
stories from their own lives? In 
this book Father Bausch ex- 
amines the value in many kinds 
of storytelling. Often people 
“tell stories, however un- 
consciously, that deal with life’s 
meaning, life’s fundamentals, 
life’s mysteries,’’ he writes. 
Sometimes people tell stories 
that “‘are reports of ways that 
they have been challenged to 
go and see beyond them- 
selves.’ Their stories ask 
“What is life all about anyway?”’ 
Writing as a parish priest, Father 
Bausch says he is convinced 
“the parish is the space and 
place in which storytelling’’ 
takes place for most people. It 
is here that our personal stories 
are compared with the larger 
story, says Father Bausch. 
(Twenty-Third Publications, Box 
180, Mystic, Conn. 06355, 
$7.95.) 
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Faith Today 


By Janaan Manternach 
NC News Service 


Johann felt he had music in his 
blood. His whole family loved 
music. They filled the house with 
songs and music of all kinds. 

Johann was learning to play the 
violin. He loved it. He even liked 
to practice. 

But when he was 10, his father 
died. His mother died the same 
year. The music of his life seemed 
to die with them. 

“TI want you to come and live 
with me,”’ his older brother Chris 
said. ‘‘I have plenty of room.” 

So young Johann moved into 
his brother’s house. But he still 
felt sad. His violin remained in the 
closet. 

Chris tried everything to make 
his younger brother happy. “‘I 
know what I'll do,’’ Chris 
thought. ‘I'll teach him to play 
the organ. He should like that.” 


CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR © 
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Find the words — all talents people may have — hidden in 
the puzzle. They can be vertical, horizontal. or diagonal. 


So young Johann began to play 
the organ. He liked it and learned 
fast. Slowly the music inside him 
came to life again. 

“Tm tired of just playing prac- 
tice tunes,’’ Johann told his 
brother one day. “‘Let me play 
some real music.”’ 

“Not yet, Johann,” his brother 
answered. ‘I don’t think you're 
ready yet.’’ His brother hid the 
books that had the beautiful music 
Johann wanted to play. 

So Johann waited until his older 
brother left the house. He found 
the hidden music books. He 
copied out the music. Whenever 
Chris had to go out, Johann 
would copy more music from the 
precious books. 

He loved to play the music he 
had copied. But he could only 
play it secretly, when his brother 
was not home. 

One day Chris came home ear- 
ly. He heard Johann playing the 
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HOW ABOUT YOU? 


Johann, the boy in this week’s story, had a special talent for music. 
There are many kinds of talent. How many talents can you name? 


Children’s Reading Corner 


‘Geraldine, The Music Mouse’ is a story by Leo Lionni. In it, Geraldine 
discovers a great big piece of cheese. Nibbling away, she finds the 
shape of a giant cheese mouse — one who plays the flute! Geraldine 
is thrilled. Night after night Geraldine listens to the music of the cheese 
mouse. But one day there isn’t enough food for Geraldine’s friends. 
But she is afraid that if she breaks up her cheese mouse to feed her 
hungry friends, there will be no more flute music. Finally she discovers 
there is music right inside her. This is a story about how a mouse unlocks 
her own talent — her own gift for music. (Pantheon Books Inc., 201 
E. 50th St., New York, N.Y. 10022, 1979. Hardback, $6.95.) 


The boy who had music inside him 


beautiful songs from the hidden 
books. He checked his room and 
found the books there. ‘“‘Johann 
must have copied out the music,’ 
Chris thought to himself. He went 
right to Johann and took the 
copies away from him. 

Johann was sad. But the music 
was inside him. So he sat down 
and started playing. To his sur- 
prise he could play all the 
beautiful music, even without the 
books or copies. He had it all in- 
side him now. 

Johann’s life became filled with 
music. It made him happy. He 
looked forward to it. 

As he discovered more and 
more of the music inside him, he 
decided not to keep it all for just 
himself. He wanted to share it 
with othets. Perhaps it would 
make them happy too. 

So Johann started writing music. 
He became the organist at a small 
church and wrote music for the 
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The promise of God's forgiveness is 
fulfilled as Father Robert Whalen, SJ, 
hears the confession of a prisoner in 
the Federal Medical Prison in Spring- 
field, “Missouri. Father Whalen’s mes- 
sage of forgiveness and the love of God 
help heal the pain of confinement for 
large numbers of repentant prisoners. 

With help from*the Catholic Church 
Extension, Father Whalen introduces 
prisoners to basic Christianity. It’s a 
tough job in a hostile environment. 

Fathér Whalen is part of a team of 
home missioners who, together with 
Extension, pursue the vital and urgent 
task of evangelization here in the 
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church choir to sing. He wrote 
beautiful music to praise God. 

Soon he became very famous 
for his music. People still love the 
music, especially the church music 
of Johann Sebastian Bach. 


(Ms. Manternach is the author 
of catechetical works, Scripture 
stories and original stories for 


children.) 2 
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United States. But the team is too 
-small to do the job without help. It 
needs new members. It needs you. 

Join us. Become a member of the 
Extension Society team. Although you 
won't be present in the home missions 
personally, your impact will be felt in 
this holy effort. Together we can bring 
the Word of Christ to those who don't 
have it. 


Write for a free subscription to Ex- 
tension magazine today and discover 
the difference you can make. Together, 
and with God's grace, we can achieve 
His missionary goals here in our own 
beloved country. 


The Catholic Church 


EXTENSION Society 


35 East Wacker Drive ® Chicago, Illinois 60601 
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Catholic Conference compares views to major party platforms 


Continued from page 1 


community and national levels; and promote equal 
housing opportunity with a framework of cultural 
pluralism.’’ 


Democratic platform: ‘“‘We must restore 
government’s positive role in helping all Americans find 
adequate and affordable housing. We reaffirm our 
commitment to ‘public. housing for the most 
disadvantaged members of our society. 


‘‘We must maintain and expand the flow of mortgage 
capital and bring interest rates down with sensible 
economic policies. We must upgrade and _ replenish 
housing in minority communities and create_more units 
for poor and low-income people. And we must enforce 
fair housing standards to prohibit discrimination in the 
housing market. 


‘« _.Government has a positive role to play in ensuring 
housing opportunities for less fortunate Ameficans, 
including the elderly and the handicapped, not served by 
the private market.’’ ‘ 


- Republican platform: ‘‘Federal housing blighted 
stable low-income neighborhoods, disrupting 
communities..... Only government could have wasted 
billions of dollars to create the instant slums which 
disgrace our cities. 

“‘We will, over time, replace subsidies and welfare 
projects with a voucher system, returning public housing 
to the free market. 


‘Despite billions of dollars poured into public housing . 


developments, conditions remain deplorable for many 
low-income Americans who live in them. 


“‘The Republican Party therefore supports...home 
ownership of*public housing developments by current 
residents. 


“We strongly believe in open housing. We will 
vigorously enforce all fair housing laws.... 


‘*Private property is the cornerstone of our liberty and 
the free enterprise system. The right of property 
safeguards for citizens all things of value: their land, 
merchandise and money, their religious convictions... 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


U.S. Catholic Conference: ‘‘The dignity of the 
human person requires the defense and promotion of 
human rights in global and domestic affairs. With respect 
to human rights internationally, there is a pressing need 
for the United States to pursue a double task: to 
strengthen and expand international mechanisms by 
which human rights can be protected and promoted, and 
to take seriously the human rights dimensions of U.S. 
foreign policy. 

““We also support a policy which gives greater weight to 
the protection of human rights in the conduct of U.S. 
affairs. The pervasive presence of U.S. power in many 
parts of the world creates a responsibility to use that 
power in the service of human rights.”’ 


Democratic platform: ‘‘Regional multilateral action 
to protect and advance human rights is an international 
obligation. 


‘‘A Democratic president must not overlook human 
rights, refusing to condemn repression by the regimes of 
the right or of the left. Insistence that governments respect 
their obligations to their people is a criterion that must 
apply equally to all. 

‘“A Democratic administration will place protection of 
human rights in a core position in our relations with Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

‘‘The Democratic Party supports an active role by the 


United States in safeguarding human rights in Northern 
Ireland.... 


‘The Democratic Party 
repression by proxy in Poland.’’ 


condemns the Soviet 


Republican platform: ‘‘A well-rounded human rights 
policy is concerned with specific individuals whose rights 
are denied by governments of the right or left, and with 
entire peoples whose communist governments deny their 
. claim to human rights as individuals... 


‘“‘By focusing solely on the shortcomings of non- 
communist governments, Democrats have missed the 
forest for the trees, failing to recognize that the greatest 
threat to human rights is the communist system itself. 


‘‘We share a deep concern for peace and justice in 
Northern Ireland and condemn all violence and terrorism 
in that strife-torn land. 

‘‘We stand in solidarity with the peoples of Eastern 
Europe...and all captive nations who struggle daily 
against their Soviet masters.”’ 


IN HILLCREST | 
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IMMIGRATION 


U.S. Catholic Conference:‘‘...We 
immigration reform legislation which, among other 
things, provides a generous legalization program for 
undocumented aliens and preserves the traditional U.S. 
policy of giving priority to family reunification. At the 
same time, we are deeply concerned about the potential 
impact of proposed employer sanctions for hiring 
undocumented aliens upon U.S. citizens and legal aliens 
of Hispanic origin. We are also concerned about the 
possible expansion of the present H-2 temporary workers 


_program into a system of guestworkers which could erode 


labor standards and compound the problems of domestic 
farmworkers.”’ 


Democratic platform: ‘‘Our first priority must be to 
protect the fundamental rights of American citizens and 
aliens. We will oppose any ‘reforms’ that violate these 
rights or that will create new incentives for discrimination 
against Hispanic Americans and other minorities arising 
from discriminatory use of employer sanctions. 
Specifically, we oppose employer sanctions designed to 
penalize employers who hire undocumented workers. 


‘“‘We strongly oppose...guestworker programs as a 
form of legalized exploitation.”’ 


Republican platform: ‘‘We affirm our country’s 
absolute right to control its borders. Those desiring to 
enter must comply with our immigration laws. We will 
preserve the principle of family reunification.”’ 


MASS MEDIA 


U.S. Catholic Conference: ‘Communication media 
should be responsive to the public interest. We reject the 
application of ‘marketplace’ economic thinking to the 
telecommunications industry, for this has the effect of 
widening the gap between the information-rich and the 
information-poor in society. Specifically, we oppose 
legislative initiatives in Congress which would remove the 
accountability of broadcasters and the owners of cable 
systems to the. communities they are licensed or 
franchised to serve. 


‘‘We support the concept of universal telephone service 
at a cost which all Americans can afford. While we oppose 
government control of the content of the mass media, we 
support reasonable common-carrier regulations to restrict 
the use of these vehicles in making available to the young, 
in particular, indecent or pornographic materials... 


Democratic platform: ‘‘For its part, when added to 
the traditional educational institutions of family, school 
and church, television has enormous- promise as a 
teacher.... We must ask how television can help children 
and why commercial broadcasters do so, little 
programming for children today despite their legal 
responsibility as ‘public trustees’ of the airwaves granted 
them. 


“Telecommunications is the infrastructure of the 
information age. Nationwide access to these networks is 
becoming crucial to full participation in...society and 
economy.... Proper regulation of telecommunications is 
critical. We must encourage competition while preventing 
regulatory decisions which substantially increase basic 
telephone rates and which threaten to throw large 
numbers of low-income, elderly or rural people off the 
telecommunications network. 


«Social and cultural principles must be as much a 
part of communications policy as a commitment to 
efficiency, innovation and competition.” 


Republican platform: ‘‘Republicans applaud the 
information explosion. We urge our schools to educate for 
the ever-changing demands of society and to resist using 
these innovations as substitutes for reasoning, logic and 
mastery of basic skills. 


‘‘The Republican Party has deep concern about 
gratuitous sex and violence in the entertainment media, 
both of which contribute to the problem of crime against 
children and women. 


‘We and the vast majority of Americans are repulsed 
by pornography. We will vigorously enforce 
constitutional laws to control obscene materials which 
degrade everyone, particularly women, and depict the 
exploitation of children.”’ 

Middle East 


U.S. Catholic Conference: ‘‘In the Middle East, the 
quest for peace continues and the relevant parties bear 
distinct yet interdependent responsibilities: 
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‘‘First, the international community, -especially its 
principal diplomatic actors, inevitably influences the 
future of the Middle East. Second, the United Nations is 
a vital element in any Middle East negotiations and its 
diplomatic and peacekeeping role will undoubtedly be 
crucial... 


‘‘Third, the regional parties, whose conflicting claims 
to justice are the essence of the political and moral 
problem there, are the key to peace. Finally, the religious 
communities with roots in the Middle East must reflect 
the best of our traditions in supporting the movement for 
peace with justice for all....”’ 


Democratic platform: ‘‘The Democratic Party 
believes that the security of Israel and the pursuit of peace 
in the Middle East are fundamental priorities for 
American foreign policy. 


‘‘The Democratic Party opposes any consideration of 
negotiations with the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organization) unless the PLO abandons terrorism (and) 
recognizes the state of Israel... 


‘Jerusalem should remain forever undivided 
with...access to the holy places for people of all faiths. The 
Democratic Party recognizes and supports the established 
status of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel. As a symbol of 
this stand, the U.S. Embassy should be moved from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem.’’ 


Republican platform: ‘‘Republicans reaffirm that the 
United States should not recognize the PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organization) so long as that organization 
continues to promote terrorism, rejects Israel’s right to 
exist... 


‘“‘We pledge to help maintain Israel’s qualitative 


military edge over its adversaries. 


“We believe that Jerusalem should «remain an 
undivided city with free and unimpeded access to all holy 
places by people of all faiths.”’ 


Southern Africa 


U.S. Catholic Conference: ‘‘South Africa has long 
been of grave moral concern to the world because of its 
internal racial policies and its occupation of Namibia- 
Southwest Africa.... It has become a threat to the entire 
area of southern Africa.... 


“U.S. foreign policy and its influence on corporate 
activity in South Africa should be directed toward needed 
change in South Africa and in its relations with 
neighboring states.”’ 

Democratic platform: ‘‘A Democratic president will 
reverse the Reagan administration’s failed policy of 
‘constructive engagement’ and strongly and 


* unequivocally oppose the apartheid regime in South 


Africa. 

‘‘The Democratic Party condemns South Africa for 
unjustly holding political prisoners. 

‘A Democratic administration will work as well toward 
legitimate rights. of self-determination of the peoples of 
Namibia....”’ 

Republican platform: ‘‘We are committed to 
democracy in Africa and to’the economic development 


* that will help it flourish. 


‘‘The Reagan-Bush administration will continue its_ 
vigorous efforts to achieve Namibian indefp :ndence and 
the expulsion of Cubans from occupied Angola. 


‘‘We reaffirm our commitment to the rights of all 
South Africans. Apartheid is repugnant. In South Africa, 
as elsewhere on the continent, we support well-conceived 
efforts to foster peace, prosperity and stability.”’ 


BALBOA PARK — Judaic treasures from the 
Czechoslovak State collections will be on display at the 
San Diego Museum of Art from Sept. 23 through Nov. 
18. ‘‘The Precious Legacy’’ is organized by the 
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service in 
cooperation with Project Judaica. and several 


Czechoslovakian government agencies. ‘‘The collection 
includes works representing virtually every medium of 


folk and fine arts,’’ organizers of the show said. 
“Paradoxically, the museum that the Nazis wanted to 
twist into a bizarre mockery of Judaism. now testifies 
eloquently to the vitality and creativity of Czech Jewish 
life,’’ the organizers added. Tickets vary from $4 for 
adults to free for anyone under age six. For details, call 
232-7931, Monday through Friday. 
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Franciscan influence was strong in 
Petra de Mallorca during the years when 
Miquel Joseph Serra was growing to 
manhood. The youngster attended the 
friar’s primary school at San Bernardino, 
where he studied religion, 
mathematics, reading, writing and vocal 
music. Because of his gifted voice, Miquel 
was permitted to join in chanting the 
Divine Office on occasion. 


It was a friendly as well as formal 
relationship that existed between the 
families living on Calle Barracar and the 
friars. And it was this association that first 
sparked Miquel’s interest in the 
Franciscan way of life. California 
obtained Serra because there was a San 
Bernardino. 


AT 15, Miquel decided on the service 
of the Church for his career. In the fall of 
1729, the young man was taken to Palma, 
the capital, and there entrusted to one of 
the cathedral’s canons who supervised his 
religious and oral training. 


Tatinies 


BICENTENNIAL 


Msgr. Francis J. Weber 


The name of Miquel Joseph Serra was 
enrolled as a student of philosophy in 
classes conducted by the Franciscans at 
the’ Convento de San Francisco. After a 


NC News: Debate will continue 


Continued from page 1 


ALSO, POLITICALLY active 
groups of priests and religious began 
supporting Marxist movements and 
Marxist-influenced governments, causing 
tensions with church authorities, as with 
the situation in Nicaragua. 


Among the contributors to the debate 
have been the U.S. bishops, who issued a 
lengthy pastoral letter in 1980 which said 
the theories of Marx ‘‘are clearly 
incompatible’’ with religious beliefs. Yet 
the bishops left the door open for 
Christians to cooperate with Marxists on 
specific sccio-political issues such as 


achieving world peace and helping . 


alleviate global poverty. — 


The bishops’ letter was stimulated by 
the invitation many European 
Communist parties issued to Christians to 
join them. Many parties, such as the 
Italian Communist Party, said they were 
no longer requiring an abandonment of 
religious belief as a prerequisite for 
membership and _ recognized positive 
values in Christianity. 

THE BISHOPS also noted that Pope 
John Paul II ‘‘partly appropriates Marx’s 
critique’? when writing about personal 
‘‘alienation’”? in modern society. They 
quoted from the pope’s encyclical 
Redemptor Hominis (Redeemer of Man) which 
said that the contemporary human being 
“*seems ever to be under threat from what 


A Call to a Life of Love 


Carmelite Sisters of the 


Divine Heart of Jesus 


Young ladies. are encouraged to write for 
information or to visit at any time for any length of 
stay. Our apostolate consists of: Homes for the 
Aged and Day Care Centers for preschool 
children of the working classes. 


We live a community life with a Religious Superior 
in each home and convent, and pray the complete 
Psalter daily. We sing at Holy Mass and also during 


our evening prayer on feast days and Sundays. 

We are Carmelite Sisters of the Divine Heart of Jesus, a 
papal congregation affiliated with the First Order of 
Carmel. As women religious we are resolved to serve 
God, the Church, and our neighbor by means of the 
Apostolate of Prayer and Atonement, and of active 
Charity. Since its very origin, our congregation has been 
formed by the Spirit of Carmel, of St. Teresa of Avila, 
and of our Foundress. The Charism of Carmel consists 
foremost in the Marian Character of all those who 
profess allegiance to Carmel. Carmel is Mary’s Order 
and we venerate her as our Mother and Queen. 


“Day and night you shall meditate 
upon the law of the Lord and watch in prayer.” 


Write to: 


CARMELITE SISTERS, DCJ 
8585 La Mesa Blvd., La Mesa, Calif. 92041 
Phone (619) 466-3116 
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year of ‘study, he formally requested 
admission to the, order. 


On September 14, 1730, Miquel 
Joseph Serra was invested with the 
Franciscan habit in the Convention de 
Santa Maria de los Angeles de Jesus. For 
54 years, Serra would wear the garb of 
Francis of Assissi. 


DURING THE ensuing months, Serra 
underwent his. basic training as a 
Franciscan aspirant. Prayer, meditation, 
choral attendance, spiritual reading, 
silence, promptness and physical chores 
were punctuated only by the festivities of 
an occasional feastday. 


Serra spent what little spare time he 
had delving into books of asceticism and 
mysticism. He delighted in reading the 
chronicles of the order with histories of 
the Franciscan apostolate in the Spanish 
provinces and homeland. 


This reading stirred in Serra the desire 
to be a missionary. The Spanish, age of 
conquest in the New World was a 
challenge to the spiritually venturesome. 
While his initial burst of enthusiasm for 


Junipero Serra joins the Franciscan order | 


an active missionary life was submerged 
by obedience, it never died. 


SERRA HIMSELF chose the religious 
name of ‘‘Junipero.’’ (The original 
Junipero was a companion to Francis of 
Assisi — the ‘‘Jester of God,’’ a man of 
utter simplicity and celestial mirth.) 


When his novitiate was nearing 
completion, Serra decided to bind himself 
irrevocably to God and the service of the 
Franciscan order. And so, at the age of 
18, on September 15, 1731, Miquel 
became Fray Junipero Serra. 


From then on Serra was a Franciscan 
forever, known in ecclesial annals as 
Junipero. Each year, on April 16th, Serra 
renewed his vows, recapturing the 
jubilant feeling of that inspiring ceremony 
at the Convento de Jesus. 


SHORTLY AFTERWARD, Serra 
moved to the Convento de San Francisco, 
close to the sea and the cathedral. There 
he has another six years of studying 
philosophy and theology in preparation 
for ordination to the priesthood. 


a 


he produces, that is to say from the result 
of the work of his hands, and; even more 
so, of the work of his intellect and the 
tendencies of his will.’’ 


Two other key documents also 
prefigured the current statement. In 1977 
the papally appointed International 
Theological Commission issued a critique 
of liberation theology which warned 
against reducing the Gospel to . an 
exclusively political interpretation or 
identifying. the Gospel with a single 
political option. It added, however, that 


there is much value in theological systems ~ 


which see Christian faith as an impetus to 
social renewal. 


In 1980 Father Pedro Arrupe, then 
superior general of the Society of Jesus, 
the church’s largest religious order, issued 
a letter to Jesuits saying that aspects of 
Marxism can be used if they can be fully 


separated from Marxist political, 


philosophical or ideological suppositions. 
THE LETTER was in response to a 
request by Latin American Jesuit 
provincials and was drafted after 
consultations with Jesuits from 25 
countries. 


‘“Someone, with a whole series of 
careful distinctions, could legitimately 
speak of Marxist analysis without 
accepting a _ reductive historical 
materialism or the theory and strategy of 
a generalized class struggle,’’ said Father 
Arrupe’s letter. 


Yet the letter questioned the 
practicality of undertaking such a task 
and raised the question whether these 
elements, stripped of their Marxist 
presuppositions, can still be considered ~ 
Marxist. 


An Invitation... 


_ To live in harmony, intent upon God, with love 
for the brothers and neighbor, sharing all things, . 
and at the service of the Church and our society: 
these are the simple and demanding elements of 
the Augustinian vocation. Men who feel called to 
share their lives and our way of life are invited to 
be in touch. 
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Michael 


Fr. Gary Sanders, OSA 

The Augustinians Austin House 
1605 28th St. 

San Diego, CA 92102 


(619) 233-9141 


G. Kielty 


M.B., B.S. (Lond.), F.A.C.S., F.A.C.0.G., K.C.H'S. 


Diplomate of the American Board of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 


Scripps Medical Centre 
9844 Genesee Avenue 
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Windows and Walls 


Up every morning long before day 
Cooking her breakfast alone 
She quietly dresses and puts up the 
shades 

And sits in the chair by the phone 


But nobody ever comes by 
anymore 

Nobody ever calls 

Most days she sits and just stares 
At the windows and walls 
Windows and walls 


Children all married, husband’s 
passed on 

Nothing but time on her hands 
Most of her mornings are spent in 
her dreams 

Or making her sad little plans 


Maybe she’ll go to the corner 
today 
And pick up the new McCalls 

If just to escape for an hour 
From her windows and walls, 
windows and walls 


The clock on the mantel chiming 
the hours 

Must be the loneliest sound 

She washes her dishes and waters 
her flowers 

And afterwards has to sit down 


Sometimes she still can remember 
a child 

Playing with china dolls 

Now all that she’s left 

Are these memories and windows 
and walls . P 
Windows and walls (day after day) 
Windows and walls 


Recorded by: Dan Fogelberg 
Written by: Dan Fogelberg 
Copyright (c) 1984 Hickory Grove 
Music 


Aging is a challenge 


Dan Fogelberg’s Windows and Walls 
album reminds me of the late Harry 
Chapin’s efforts. It’s well done musically, 
with songs. based on stories about life’s 
struggles, hopes and loves. 


Surely Chapin was the master of this 
art form and it is refreshing to see that the 
style did not die with Chapin. 


The album’s title single tells a story of 
loneliness and old age. In the song’s 
words, ‘‘Children all married, husband’s 
passed on, nothing but time on her 
hands...Most days she sits and just stares 
at the windows and walls.”’ 


Sadness and loneliness shade in the 
outlines of the story. 


All of us need to evaluate how well we - 


respond to the elderly. Do we simply go 
on with our lives without thinking of their 
needs and concerns? Becoming more 
responsive can include expanding our 
efforts to reach out to a lonely older 
person. 


-Too often, stories like the one in the 
song emerge in real life, stories where the 
elderly fade into the background of life. 


Sometimes health problems keep the 
elderly from being as active as they 
desire, or as they once were. When the 
elderly are forgotten and alone, their lives 
may become dull and filled with 
boredom. 


Such are the images that the song 
presents. 


I have often thought that the elderly 
and the young have much to give to each 
other. And listening to each other can be 
very helpful here. 


Surely young people can learn from 
listening to what older people have 
experienced. Listening attentively can 
help young people become more 
compassionate, patient and humorous as 
they deal with their own pressures. 


The elderly also can gain from more 
contact with youth. 


- As young people gain an awareness of 
the challenges of aging, they can raise 
these concerns more openly with others. 


responsible in responding to the needs of 
the elderly. ~ 


found an approach to helping the elderly, 
I invite you to write to this column and 
tell others about the experience. I will see 
that such ideas are printed in a future 
column. 


Martin, 1218 S. Rotherwood Ave., 
Evansville, Ind. 47714.) 


Let’s hear from you 


Youth should reach out to lonely elderly This issue marks the third 


installment of the features appearing 
on this page. Southern Cross is very 
interested in your reaction to them. 
Please phone Southern Cross at 
574-6393 or, if you prefer, write us at 
P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, 92138 
and let us know what you think of the 
features written by Charlie Martin 
and Pat Wilson. Southern Cross 
would appreciate hearing from you. 
Your comments count. 


If your parish, youth group or class has 


(Please address comments to: Charlie 


, NC Photo 
FIRE PROTECTION — Two signs which hang ona wall in Mary, Star of the Sea Church 
in San Pedro, suggest that a little fire insurance is offered nearby. 


and April Music, Inc. This can enable all of us to grow more 


Peter is made head of the Church 


By Pat Wilson 


As word of this new teacher, Jesus, and the wonders He performed spread 
throughout the land, more and more people came to hear Him preach. Soon it 
seemed as if the whole Jewish world was speaking about Jesus. 


‘Who is this man, Jesus?’’ men asked each other on the streets of Jerusalem. 


‘“How does Jesus perform such miraculous deeds?’’ asked local merchants in 


Bethlehem. 


‘‘From where does He get His power to cure?’’ whispered neighbors in 
Nazareth. 


On and on the questions passed from mouth to mouth and everyone, including 
the disciples, watched Jesus and wondered at His power. 


One day, as Jesus and His followers were walking along a dusty road on their 
way to a nearby town, Jesus asked His disciples, ‘‘Who do people say I am?”’ 


‘Some think you are John the Baptist come alive again,’’ said one. ‘‘Or 
perhaps Elijah or one of the other prophets,’’ said another. 


Jesus bowed His head and walked silently along the road for a while. Then He 
stopped, turned lovingly toward His disciples and gently asked, ‘‘What about 
you? Who do you think I am?’’ 


There was a moment’s silence, then Simon spoke, ‘‘You are the Messiah, the 
Son of God.”’ 


Jesus was pleased with the answer. ‘‘You’ve spoken well, Simon. And I say 
this to you — you will hereafter be called Peter — which means The Rock. And it 
is on this rock I will build, and the forces of evil will never destroy my Church.”’ 


From this time on Simon, now known as Peter, was recognized as the leader of 
Jesus’ followers. 
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Around the Diocese 


Sunday Mass, a Catholic 
Liturgy for Television 
Sept. 16, 7 a.m. 
Channel 39 
Father Jorge Robledo 
Spanish Celebrant 


Catholic Alumni Club, monthly meeting, Holiday Inn, 
Mission Valley, Sept. 14. Social hour at 7 p.m. Program, a 

ae demonstration of a Toastmasters meeting by Matchless 
Speakers, at 8 p.m. Dancing follows meeting. Cost: Members: 
$2; Guests: $4. Call: 299-6056. 

Annual rummage sale at St. Mark Church, 1147 Discovery 
St., San Marcos, Sept. 14-15, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m. Info: 727-0888. 

Casa de Oro Fall festival, Santa Sophia parish, Spring 
Valley, Sept. 14-16. Flag Day parade, drawing, bar-b-que 
dinner, Mexican Independence Day celebration. Hours: Fri.: 4 
p-m.-midnight; Sat.: noon-midnight; Sun.: noon-3 p.m. 
Details: 462-4746. 

Pinocchio (adapted version) presented by a young adult cast 
in the Don Room of the El Cortez Hotel by Tom Rusch 
Productions, Sept. 14-16 at 8 p.m. Sunday matinee at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: adults $5; children/senior citizens $3. Sponsored by St. 
Vincent de Paul Center. Reservations and info: 231-4703. 

Monthly Mass for peace in Ireland, Sept. 15, 4:45 p.m., St. 
John of the Cross, Lemon Grove. Celebrant: Msgr. Raymond 
Moore. 

A Catholic Response to Fundamentalism, a presentation by 
Father Bob Burns, Religious Studies Chair, Univ. of Arizona, 
Sept. 15, 9a.m.-1 p.m., at SDSU Newman Center. Cost: $1 at 

} the door. Details: 583-9181. 

Czechoslovakian Mass, Sept. 16, 3 p.m., at the Benedictine 
Convent, 3888 Paducah Dr., San Diego. Celebrant: Father 
Jaroslav. V. Popelka, SJ. More: 295-1718. 

Chicken bar-b-q to benefit St. Rose of Lima Church, Sept. 
16, 12:30-6 p.m., in the parish center, Third Ave. and H St., 
Chula Vista. Donation: $3.50 in advance/$4 at the door; Child’s 
plate $2. Sponsored by the Italian Catholic Federation. 
Reservations: 427-1352. 

Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites (third order) monthly 


Photo by Larry Plaster 


VIE TNAMESE COMMUNITY — An hour-long procession preceded a Sept. 2 Mass concelebrated by Bishop Leo T. 
Maher to officially recognize the formation of the San Diego community of Vietnamese Catholics. A standing-room- 
only crowd packed into St. Joseph Cathedral for the Mass, which was concelebrated by several Vietnamese priests. 


Continental breakfast at St. Mary Star of the Sea, 
Oceanside, Sept. 16 after all the Masses. Cost: $1. Hosted by 
Young Ladies Institute to benefit the bishop fund of the diocesan 
seminary. More: 757-7075. 

Serra Club board of trustees meeting, St. Francis Seminary 
library, Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m. All members welcome. 

September swing ‘84, Sept. 21, San Diego Hilton Beach and 
Tennis Resort, 8 p.m.-midnight, to benefit St. Vincent de Paul 
Center. The Bob Crosby Band will perform. Cost: $10. For 
ticket info call: 297-2756. 

Catholic Alumni Club, T.G.I.F, Sept. 21, 5 p.m., 
Reflections lounge, Sheraton Hotel, Harbor Island. More: 


Pirates of Penzance performed in the Don Room of the El 
Cortez Hotel by the Covenant Ark Theatre, Sept. 21-23, 27-30- 
and Oct. 5-7, 12-14 at 8 p.m. Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. 
Cabaret seating prices: main floor $10; sides $8. Reservations: 
231-4703. 

Luncheon and card party St. Patrick hall, Sept. 22; noon. 
Donation: $3.50. Reservations: 291-9122. 

Annual barbecue, for St. Stephen Church, Adams Park on 
Cole Grade Rd., Valley Center, Sept. 23. Mass at 11 a.m. 
followed by good food, entertainment, games and prizes. Drinks 
available. For tickets call: 749-1301 or 749-0716. 


299-3055: 


_ | IMPORTANT | 
| INFORMATION 
FREE ! 


Did you know that donations to 
the San Diego Diocese Pooled 
Income Fund qualify for a sub- 
‘stantial charitable tax deduc- 
tion? Ask for our helpful, free 
booklet... it may be the perfect 
investment for you! 


meeting, Sept. 16, Carmelite Monastery. Info: 444-4971. 


Did you know that if you should 
die without preparing a will, the 
state takes over... SO you no 
longer have any say in how your 
possessions are distributed? Ask 
; ke” for our helpful, free booklet... 

{ Pe ada there are many other advantages 

to preparing your will now! 


Rev. William A. Kraft, D.Min. 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNED GIVING 


LET US SEND YOU THE NO-OBLIGATION INFORMATION. 
SIMPLY MAIL YOUR COUPON TODAY! 


Father William A. Kraft, D.Min. 
Diocese of San Diego 

P.O.Box 24, San Diego, CA 92112 
Telephone: 619/232-2812 


Dear Father Kraft, 

Please send me at no-obligation: 

j 0 Diocese of San Diego Pooled Income Fund 
O Importance of Making a Will 


YOUR NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE/ZIP 
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SU PPO RT Items for this column must be received in writing by noon 
OU R the Friday before publication on Thursday of the following 
week. We can not accept items via telephone. Mail to: 
i Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San 
ADVERTISERS Around the Diocese, Z : 869, 
Diego, Calif, 92138. 
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Boo Lo ving “Memory 


Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these 
_ beloved ones who are gone before us into the realm of Thy 
eternal happiness and peace. Amen. 


4 
MIRELLI, Gennaro ‘‘Jerry’. Brother of = 
Alessandro de Luca, Nunzia Petrarola. Funeral 
Mass: September 7 at St. Joseph Church. 
Goodbody Mortuary - 
FRANQUEZ, Pedro T. Husband of Eva 
Franquez; brother of Ana Duenas, Remedios Cruz, 
Maria Camacho, Manuel. and James Franquez. - 
Funeral Mass: September 6 at Holy Spirit Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 
= 
= 
; 
€ 
= 


PALMA, Concepcion. Wife of Sergio R. Palma; 
mother of Helen Palma and Maria Dickey; four 
grandchildren. Memorial Services: September 7 at 
‘Goodbody Blvd. Chapel. ; 
Goodbody Mortuary 


MULHERI, Margaret. Sister of Anna Rita 
Mulherin, Marian Churchill, Florence Holleran. 
Funeral Mass: September 5 at Nazareth House. 

Goodbody Mortuary 


CANEPA, Giacomo E. Husband of Mary 
Canepa; father of Benny Jackel, Angie Buckley, 
Jack and Ernest Canepa; seven grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren. Funeral Mass: September 7 at 
Our Lady of Rosary Church. 

Goodbody Mortuary 
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582-1700 


BOULEVARD CHAPEL 
5027 EL CAJON BLVD. 


Sa MMM A 


“reaccidn que le siguid,”’ 
~ candidatura de la Sra. Ferraro podria envolver a la Iglesia 
~ Catdlica en una gran controversia nacional. 


Por Jerry Filteau 


(NC) — La ardorosa posicién de la Representante 
Geraldine Ferraro ‘“‘pro-libre elecciédn’’ sobre el aborto 
legalizado plantea un dilema a los votantes catdlicos de los 


Estados Unidos y a los obispos de la nacién. 


Cuando la congresista de Queens fue nombrada 
candidata demécrata a la vicepresidencia, se convirtié en 
la primera candidata catdélica a un cargo nacional en la 
boleta de uno de los dos grandes partidos desde la decision 


. dela Corte Suprema en 1973 acerca del aborto. Mientras 


los obispos de la nacién se han © comprometido 
publicamente a apoyar una enmienda constitucional que 
revoque esa decision, la Sra. Ferraro no sdlo esta a favor 


. del dictamen de la corte sino que le gustaria también 


expandir sus implicaciones incluyendo fondos 


gubernativos para el aborto. 


LOS DIRECTIVOS de la Conferencia Nacional de 
Obispos Catdlicos y la Conferencia Catdlica de los’ 
Estados Unidos, organizacion de la politica publica de los 
obispos, rehusaron hacer ningun comentario sobre la Sra. 
Ferraro. 

‘‘No haré ningun comentario ni hoy ni en el futuro 
sobre ningtin candidato particular — ni sobre la Sra. 
Ferraro, ni sobre el Sr. Mondale, ni sobre el Sr. Reagan, 
ni el Sr. Bush. Hablaremos solamente sobre los puntos 
discutibles,’’ dijo Mons. Daniel Hoye, secretario general ° 
de la NCCB-USCC. 

Russel Shaw, secretario de asuntos ptblicos de la 
NCCB-USCC, calificé la cuestién de la candidatura de la 
Sra. Ferraro como “‘una dificil para la conferencia de los 
obispos de los Estados Unidos. Recordéd que cuando 


representantes de los obispos de los Estados Unidos se 


reunieron con los candidatos presidenciales Gerald Ford y 
Jimmy Carter en 1976, los obispos, después de esas 
reuniones ‘‘trataron de hablar sobre las cuestiones que 
surgieron.”’ 

LOS COMENTARIOS de los obispos ‘‘fueron 
inmediatamente percibidos como parciales hacia algun 
candidato,”’ dijo. 

“Esa errénea percepcién difundida y la violenta 
anadid, ‘“nos hace ver’’ que.la 


La posicidn de la Sra. Ferraro sobre el aborto se resume 
sucintamente en una declaracidn que hizo durante un 


- debate en la Cémara en 1979 sobre fondos federales para 
abortos. 
- que un d6vulo fertilizado es una criatura. He sido. 
 bendecida con el don de la fe; pero otros, no. No tengo 


“Como catélica,’” dijo, ‘‘acepto la premisa de 


derecho a imponerles mis creencias.’ 

NG CENTRO del problema, ‘sin Sn es -es que la 
Iglesia llama a la prohibicidén contra el aborto un 
imperativo moral de los derechos humanos, sin reparar en 
la fe, y no una conclusién de la fe a la que se aplican las 


-normas de la libertad religiosa. 


Un dilema: La Ferraro, los obispos y el aborto 


NC photo 


Walter Mondale y Geraldine Ferraro en St. Paul, MN 


En abril, los obispos catdlicos de Nueva York 
declararon que la posicién de una oposicién personal al 
aborto pero de tolerancia o apoyo politico es 
‘tradicalmente inconsistente ya que se halla en juego el 
derecho de una tercera persona.’’ 


En este ano, la declaracién de la USCC sobre la 
responsabilidad politica resume la posicidn de la Iglesia: 
‘*Fl derecho a la vida es el derecho mas bdsico de la 
persona humana, y exige la protecci6n de la ley. El aborto 
es la destruccién deliberada de una vida humana en 
cierne y viola por lo tanto ese derecho: No aceptamos el 
concepto de que cualquiera tiene el derecho a escoger el 
aborto.”’ 


Resumen de Noticias 


CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (NC) — Una 
fundamental declaracién ordenada por el Papa Juan 
Pablo II dice que partes de la teologia de la liberacién que 
usa “‘conceptos prestados sin critica de la ideologia 
merxista’’ son incompatibles con el catolicismo. 

El documento, emitido el 3 de septiembre, critica la 
teoria de la lucha de clases y otras teorias que ponen a la 
liberaci6n de la pobreza material sobre la liberacién del 


_ pecado. 


Los factores de la teologia de la bere que usan 


conceptos marxistas reducen la teologia a un programa — 
politico, dice el documento. Aplicando la doctrina.de la » 
lucha de clases, ‘colocan casi siempre a las autoridades de 


la Iglesia como parte de la clase opresora, agrega el 
documento. 


E] texto sobre la teologia de la liberaciédn fue emitido 
por la Congregacidn Vaticana para la Doctrina de la Fe, 
la agencia de la Iglesia responsable por control de la 
ortodoxia teoldgica. 


’ garantizarnos 


Mensaje del Obispo Maher 


Amado Pueblo de Dios: 


Hay una industria multibillonaria floreciente en 
nuestro pais, y es un deshonra nacional. 


La industria pornogrdfica no sdlo se limita a ciertas 


areas del centro de la ciudad. Debido al advenimiento de. 


la televisidn por cable y los video cassettes, asi como la 
multiplicacidn de revistas y librerias pornograficas, no 
hay lugar a salvo de esta contaminacion. Es irdnico que se 
le llame a la pornografia ‘‘diversién adulta’’ puesto que 
los adultos sanos la reconocen por lo que es, suciedad. 


Varios casos sensacionales de redes de pornografia 
infantil han surgido este afio. Estos casos y otros hacen 
muy dificil que se pueda decir que la pornografia es un 
‘crimen sin victimas. Los nifios, los pobres y los 
destituidos son las victimas. Ustedes y yo somos victimas 
también, pues el tono moral de nuestra sociedad entera es 
rebajado y el respeto a la persona humana es disminuido. 


También sabemos que la mafia esta profundamente 
involucrada en la manufactura de pornografia. Ademas, 
el mundo de la pornografia es también el mundo de las 
drogas. Esto hace que la situacidn sea alin mas grave. 


Como catdlicos y como ciudadanos, tenemos el derecho 
de decir en qué ambiente deseamos vivir. Los resultados 
de la preocupacién de América por el ambiente material 
en el que vivimos han sido maravillosos, y esta 
preocupacién por la tierra, el mar y el aire debe 
continuar. Sin embargo, es igual de importante el 
ambiente psicologico y espiritual en el que vivimos. La 
propagacidn de basura pornogrdfica ha llegado al punto 
en que muchas personas cabales de todos los credos estan 
diciendo ‘‘ya basta.’’ Me uno a ellos y aplaudo sus 
esfuerzos. 


La pornografia es una actividad criminal especifica que 
debe ser controlada por las agencias de seguridad publica. 
Debemos respaldar a estas agencias en su labor dirigida a 
nuestros. derechos bajo la Primera 
‘Enmienda. Debemos insistir a nuestros legisladores 
estatales, del condado, y municipales que proporcionen 
fondos para la aplicacidn de leyes existentes que pueden 
protegernos. Debemos insistir a nuestros departamentos 
de policia y justicia que impogan una mas alta prioridad a 
las investigaciones de pornografia y a nuestros 
procuradores que persistan en lograr convicciones. Estas 
tacticas, sujetas a revisidn por las cortes, protejen los 
derechos individuales y regulan a la vez la industria 
pornografica. 


Exhorto a nuestro buen pueblo catdlico de esta Didcesis 
a levantar sus voces para que nuestras autoridades civiles 
sepan que los respaldamos y los impulsamos adelante. 


Sinceramente en Cristo, 
go Pe : ALLL. page 


+ Leo T. Maher 
Obispo de San Diego 


Cost: $1.50 per 33-character line, $6.00 minimum per issue. Print or 
type your ad with name, address and phone number and send it to: 


_ Southern Cross Want Ads, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 92138, or 
phone (619) 574-6393. Ad deadline is noon Friday. 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 El Cajon Blvd., 582-1700. 


ENCYCLOPEDIAS: We can save you 


hundreds on major brands: Brittanica, 


Americana, Collier, etc. New & used. 
(714) 838-3643. .9/13,20,27,10/4 


Eagle Limousine Service, Inc. 


Weddings, birthdays, evenings out. 


New white ultra-stretch limo, with 


“TV, bar, and more! 263-9722. 9/13 


Thank you St. Jude and St. Francis 
Xavier for favors received. R.L.J. 
9/13 


ALL BREED DOG GROOMING and 
boarding. Bath and Flea Dip for any 
dog $5 ($6 over 50 Ibs.) while you 
wait. A DOG'S WORLD, 2324-1/2 
30th St., San Diego, 280-4880; 2869 
Ridgeway Dr., National City, 
267-2577. TF 


SOUTHERN CROSS Want Ads get 
results. Mail yours in today! 


SCREEN & DOOR SHOP ON WHEELS. 
Will travel to your home or hotel. 
Custom made to any size. Screens, 
doors and solar screens. Fiberglass. 
Insulation and repairs. 24 hrs., 7 
days a week. Call 280-7360. TF 


RESIDENTIAL EXPANSION & REMODEL- 
ING SPECIALIST. We can do it all for 
you. A new kitchen or extra bath, 
new bedroom or family room, 2nd 
story addition our specialty. Deal 
direct with contractor John Sickler 
Construction. Call 582-6340 any- 
‘time. Lic. 269965. TF 


DESERT HOLISTIC MEDICAL CENTER 
seeks association of Holistic 
Practitioners. Professional facilities 
available. (619) 345-2696 or 43-576 
Washington St., Palm Desert, CA 
92260. 
8/23,30,9/6,13,20,27,10/4,11,18 


Wallpapering & Painting Specialist. 


‘The best job with the lowest price. 


Senior discount. Call Kurt for free 
estimate. 284-5336. TF 


HAULING: we haul anything — 
reasonable. Quick & clean. Discount 
to Sr. Citizens. 583-0357. TF 


WALLPAPER HANGING, PAINTING: 
High quality, low prices. Also fine 
selection of wall coverings and 
draperies. References. Call Myles, 
569-1527. TF 


TO PLACE AN AD here's all you do! Write your ad in the space provided below using 
punctuation marks and spaces between words as desired. (Partial lines count as a full 
. line.) The cost-is $1.50 per printed line, $6.00 minimum charge per week. 


NO PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED 


Send your ad payment to: 


Southern Cross 
P.O. Box 81869 
San Diego, CA 92138 


For information call 574-6393 
Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30 
Deadline for ads is Friday, 12 noon 
Amount Enclosed $___ sBrcehate 


—— 


PIANOS FOR SALE, discount prices. 
ABC PIANO, 2903 EI Cajon Blvd., San 
Diego, 281-3717. TF 


SHOP AND SAVE: St. Vincent de Paul 
Antique Shop, 4574. Park Blvd. 
294-4917. TF 


MUSIC for your dance or party. Paul 
Sims and his Little Big Band. 
755-5997. TF 


ARMSTRONG CATERING SERVICE 
Wedding receptions and lunch and 
dinner parties. 284-8405. TF 


HOUSEKEEPER: live-in for elderly 
ambulatory couple (in Allied 
Gardens). Private rooom, board & 
salary, English speaking, references. 
443-8994, 9/6,13 


LYONS carpet & upholstery cleaning. 
Churches, schools and residential. 
Licensed and insured. Call: 422-8702 
for free estimate. TF 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 

8/23,30,9/6,13,20,27 


QUALITY HOUSEPAINTING 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 

References & insured 

For a free estimate call 

ERICK 299-7681 TF 


INDEPENDENT ELECTRICIAN, problem 
diagnoses, 120/240 volt installation. 
Custom wiring and lighting. Low 
prices. No job too small. Day or night 
— 7 days. 222-1904. Call Robert. TF 


Thank you St. Jude for favors 
received. | shall continue to pray to 
you. D.M.F. 9/13,20,27 


TELEPHONE JACKS installed with this 
ad, $30. Repair and installation of 
tele. & equip. 30 yrs. exp. St. M. 
Magdalene, 276-4777. 9/13,20,27 


SHAKLEE; natural cleaners: laundry, 
household, pers. care & vitamins. 
Whsle/retail. T. Tucker. 282-8714. 
Free del. order $10 or more. 
9/13,20,27,10/4 


LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
84 15117 


The name of the business: 
ANTOINE'S 
Located at: 
5504 La Jolla Blvd. 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
|s hereby registered by the following owner: 
Antoine Hage 
7242 Laura Ct. 
San Diego, CA 92120 
This business is conducted by an individual. 
/s/ Antonine Hage 
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of 
San Diego County on Aug. 10, 1984. Statement 
expires Dec. 31, 1989, 8/30,9/6,13,20 
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MILITARY DRAMA — Capt. Richard Davenport, played by Howard E. Rollins, Jr., is 
sent to Fort Neal, La., toward the end of World War II to investigate the murder ofa 
sergeant, the leader of an all-black unit at the post. The movie is based on A Soldiers 
Play, 1982 Pulitzer Prize winner by Charles Fuller, who also did the screenplay for the 


film. 


Director wants folks to ‘turn on’ to media 


By Susan Nowak 


ALCALA PARK — The new director 
of the diocesan media center hopes more 
people will ‘‘turn on’’ to media and will 
use audio-visuals in religious education. 


‘‘Media is a very important tool for 
teaching, especially in the audio-visual 
world of today. Hopefully, more and 
more people will turn on to media,” 
Sister Patricia Crother, CSJ, said. 


“VERY OFTEN, a visual can say 
something that will take a teacher a 
thousand words to say,’’ Sister Patricia 
said. The media center director does not 
mean to denigrate teachers’ efforts, she 
carefully added, but to praise the value of 
media. 


‘It lends emphasis, it contributes to 


Sister Patricia Crother, CSJ 


insight for children in growth...It can bea 
grace-filled moment, too,’’ she explained. 


Sister Patricia officially began working 
for the diocese August 1. Before that, she 
worked as a consultant in the educational 
marketing department of Paulist 
Productions. She marketed prints of 
Insight, Reflections and The Blooming 
Human from 1977 to 1979. 


SHE LEARNED how to know a good 
film from a bad one and how.to deal with 
people who want to use media, she said. 
She also thinks she can tell when a film 
salesman is really trying to help or when 
he or she is using a hard-sell approach. 


As a film saléswoman, ‘‘I came with 
the idea that people need assistance in 
teaching and that media is an important 
tool...and it thrilled me to be of assistance 
to them.” 


In 1979 Sister Patricia became director 
of the educational marketing department 
at Paulist Productions. She took a hiatus 
from the film business and in 1981 
worked as assistant media librarian at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College. 


SHE TOOK a job in the book division 
of Paulist Press in 1983 and left that job to 
come to San Diego. 


“I love San Diego and I had been 
working in the diocese,’’ she said. She 
was a teacher and administrator in the 
North County in the 1950s and ’70s. 


The beginning of the school year is one 
of the busiest seasons for the media 
center, she said. Demand rises at the 
center during Advent, Christmas, Lent, 
Easter and the start of the second 
semester of school. 


SISTER PATRICIA will be available 
to lead workshops for groups who need to 
know how to use the center and its 
equipment. Her duties are making sure 
the center functions and serving as “‘an 
educator in the field of media.”’ 


She will select films for the center’s 
library. Religious film quality has 
improved greatly since in the past few 
years, she said, so ‘‘I’m going to have to 
be very discerning to spend the money 
well, because I can’t buy everything.”’ 


CAPSULE MOVIE REVIEWS 3 


C.H.U.D. 

A run-of-the-mill horror film about 
monsters created by toxic waste. Because 
of its blood and gore, it is classified A-III 
— adults — by the U.S. Catholic 
Conference. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is R — 
restricted. 


Flashpoint 


Two Border Patrol officers in a remote 
part of Texas find themselves targets of 
ruthless covert agents after discovering a 
jeep long buried in the desert. Moderately 
entertaining. The violence is restrained 
but because of the somber mood of the 
movie and its extremely rough language, 
it is classified A-II] — adults — by the 
U.S. Catholic Conference. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating is R 
— restricted. 
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Sexual abuse of children subject 
of five-part series on PBS ~ 


By Henry Herx 


NEW YORK (NC) — The neglect, 
abuse and exploitation of America’s 
young is a problem of national concern. 
What parents can do to prevent their 
children’ from being victimized is the 
subject of Child Sexual Abuse: What Your 
Children Should Know, a five-part series 
starting Monday, Sept. 17, 8-9:30 p.m. 
on PBS. ; : 

This first program is intended for 
parents, teachers and other adults 
responsible for the care of children. It 


looks at the problem in light of recent ~ 


studies which indicate that one out of 
three girls and one out of 10 boys will be 
abused sexually by age 18. Significantly, 
in about 85 percent of these incidents, the 
assailant will be known by the child. 


PARENTS NEED to teach their 
children more than to ‘‘beware of 
strangers.’? The program offers some 
practical techniques for talking with 
youngsters about such subjects as ‘“‘good”’ 
and ‘‘bad’’ touches. Basic, however, is 
the need for parents to assure their 
children that they can talk about whatever 
is on their mind and for parents to pay 
attention to what the children are trying 
to say. 


The series continues the next three 
evenings with programs for different age 
groups. The program Tuesday, Sept. 18, 
8-8:30 p.m. is for children in 
kindergarten through the third grade, 
followed at 8:30 p.m. by a half-hour 
program for fourth- through seventh- 
graders. 


Both programs. were taped at St. 
Jerome’s Catholic School on Chicago’s 
north side, and both use a storytelling 
technique developed by Mary Ellen 
Stone, director of King County Rape 
Relief in Seattle. Stone has excellent 
rapport with her young audience, 
involving them in a story and stopping to 
consider what they could do in a similar 
situation. © ; 


JUNIOR HIGH school is the age level 
for the program on Wednesday, Sept. 19, 
8-9 p.m. The Minneapolis - Illusion 
Theater Company performs some skits 
dramatizing typical sexual situations 
encountered by adolescents. In discussing 
the skits, the emphasis is on helping teen- 


agers. protect themselves from_ sexual 
advances made by people with whom they 
are familiar. = 


The final program, airing Thursday, 
Sept. 20, 8-9 p.m., is a discussion taped 
with seniors at Evanston ‘Township High 
School. Billie Jo Flerchinger of. King 


County Rape Relief leads the students in _ 3 


considering how sexual assaults. happen, 
how to anticipate situations which can 
lead to an assault and how to minimize 
the risk of assault. 


What is impressive about this series is 
that it doesn’t try to be ‘anything other 
than an educational aid for home and 
school. Produced by WTTW-Chicago, 
the programs rely upon the expertise of 
professionals in the field rather than video 
technique or show business glitter. 


HOSTING THE series is actor Mike 
Farrell, who is there not as a TV star but 
as a parent concerned about his own two 
children. If any viewers tune in because of 
his popularity, all the better. 


The value of the first program is to 
inform viewers about the nature of the 
problem and the need to get deviant acts 
out of the closet of secrecy in which, until 
now, they have thrived. The subject is too 
important for parents not to talk about it 
with their children. 


Valuable also is approaching the 
subject in ways appropriate to different 
age levels. Parents are encouraged to 
watch these programs with their children 
so they can ‘clarify or amplify the 
information as appropriate. In this way — 
parents can add a specifically Christian 
dimension to the moral values underlying 
the series. : 

MUCH ALONG the lines of the PBS 
series. is Strong Kids, Safe Kids, a 
49-minute videocassette teaching children 
and parents about preventing child sexual 
abuse. Distributed by Paramount Home 
Video, the program is loaded with 
production values — expensive video. 
graphics, songs, cartoons, TV stars — 
but the content seems to offer only 
minimal help to parents’ of young 
children. 


NC photo © 


BIG WINNER — Michael Wittkowski, 28, and his girlfriend, Francine Pappas, 22, holds 
up his winning ticket in the Iilinois State Lottery. Wittkowski claimed the $40 million 
prize, the largest single payoff in U.S. history, and will receive $2 million a year for the 
next 20 years. The Chicago printer used to coach the Immaculate Heart of Mary grade 
school basketball team near his northwest Chicago home. 


